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Onward for God

“With faith, hope and love we started this heavenly
path, knowing that the road is winding and full of
thorns; bearing the Cross and shout loudly, not to
make ashamed to this symbol. There may be gusty
wind and heavy fog, but You are the One that I can
talk with... Onward for God, it is such an important
journey. If our faith would not diminish, we will
reach the destination.”

(Extracted from a Chinese Christian song “Onward
for God”)

This is the song that I always listen when going to
and from the Church and my home. The lyric gives
me a lot of courage, reminder and challenge. Yes,
the road of serving would not be easy at times, we
might face different difficulties and trails, we might
get weary and lost, we might be disappointed and
find no strength to move forward, we might even
feel the attack by the Satan’s rockets. May God
take care of His Church, persevere His Children
who bear this sincere faith, and also give us a spirit
of power, of love and of self-discipline. (2 Tim 1:7)

In the past one year, though the Church had faced
different challenges, our brothers and sisters did
learn how to accept and respect one another in
different issues, and God’s grace is sufficient for
us; these indeed are the things that we can give
thanks to God.

If we analyse the attendance in the past one year,
basically we can only say that there was not much
movement in all language congregations, hence, I
am sure there is still room for improvement in the
area of evangelism and how we can encourage one
another in bringing more people to Christ. When
comparing with different congregations, the growth
of the English ministry is more obvious. There
might be two reasons contributing the increase in
number, one is the influx of graduates from
SWITCH to adult service, over 10 people are added
to the English adult congregation, we thank God for
the fruit from SWITCH ministry; the other
thanksgiving item for the English congregation is
that we have more than ten people being baptized
and joined the Church in the past one year. Besides
the encouraging growth from the English side, the
flourish of the cross-language outreaching ministry

also brings a fresh ‘stream’ to our overall
development. Pray that our brothers and sisters
will continue to have this “outward looking”
mentality towards God’s ministry, and we will not
be slack in outreaching the unreached.

On the personal level, I was despair and
disappointed by someone’s personal attacks and
misunderstanding on my handling of the promotion
and rental matters of the FEFCA Christianity and
Culture Forums in last April. Rather than
discussing the matter with me personally, an
anonymous letter was sent to different churches to
criticize me and the organizing committee, couldn’t
we communicate with one another in Christ in a
better way? I do remind myself that “And the
Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be
kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.
Those who oppose him he must gently
instruct...” (2 Tim 2:24-25a) As a spiritual leader
in the church, I rely on nothing except the power
and strength of our Lord, the illumination and
rebuking of the Holy Spirit. I also need to learn
from the teaching of the Bible: “Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse.” (Rom
12:14)

Looking forward about the future, may I ask
everyone to pray especially for the re-grouping of
the Church Development Committee, the
development plan of the church planting, and also
the newly established outreaching ministry, the
“Workplace Oasis”, pray that God will bless all
these ministries that many can be saved and
nurtured.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank every
pastor, every deacon, every church office secretary,
and every ministry team member for their
dedication to God’s work, the eagerness of serving
and the setting of example in their humble servant-
leadership; all these have become the many
blessings to our Church. May God continue to
bless those who are willing to serve, may His Name
be glorified in our midst and may every brother and
sister be able to walk onward for God in the
coming year.
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Psalm 47:6-8

¢ Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7For God is the King of all the earth;

sing to him a psalm of praise.
8 God reigns over the nations;

God is seated on his holy throne.
On reflection of Psalm 47: 6-8 and the past year,
the Lord has blessed and guided us in many ways
to show His mercy and power. We should give our
praise to Him.

We have been learning as what the Bible teaches
in Ephesians 4 :3 " Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace"

We had a special prayer meeting " Come before
the Lord" in March for our Cantonese
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congregation to let the Lord cleanse our sins and
reconcile our broken relationship in Christ. It was
a rival meeting and a step forward in the Lord.

We had our family meeting in May with an
attendance of over 100 people. It was an open and
fruitful meeting. Although there are still matters
to be resolved, it was a good time for our Church
to come together to communicate and learn from
each other.

The Lord has called Pastor Devin Yu to join our
pastoral team in March and shepherd His people
in Cantonese speaking Congregation and Pastor
Mary Ren has accepted the invitation to continue
in serving Mandarin speaking Congregation.



May the Lord continue to strengthen and guide
our pastors under Rev Sam Lui’s leadership in
serving His church. We thank the Lord for 11
deacons serving faithfully in the Board this year
together with the pastors. We experienced the
leading of the Holy Spirit in our meetings and
helped us in handle difficult matters. We thank the
Lord for the dedication and faithfulness of the
retiring deacons, may the Lord continue to bless
them in their new adventures in Christ.

This year the Lord has blessed us with 55 new
members from all 3 Congregations including
SWITCH to our Church through baptism and
transfer of membership. May the Lord continue to
guide them in spiritual growth and equip them to
serve Him faithfully.

We thank the Lord for giving our church the
opportunity to participate in His worldwide
mission in China, Thailand, Japan and other parts

of the World. Let us continue to uphold these
missionaries in prayer and financial support
especially our sister Hoi Yan who is going to
Japan and share the Gospel with Japanese.

We shall continue to seek His Will in our church
development including church planting and how
we can continue to fulfil our Mission Statement
for His glory.

Since October is approaching fast, we shall
celebrate our 25th anniversary to thank and praise
our Lord for His blessing. We are one in the body
of Christ to continue moving forward for His
Kingdom and we pray that the Lord continues to
guide us in the coming years how to be His
faithful witness in the North Shore areas of
Sydney and beyond.
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2012 is the year when we give thanks and celebrate
the 25" anniversary of the church. But do we just
give thanks for the blessings God bestowed to the
church in the past? Do we really understand what
we are to give thanks for?

In Paul’s letters, thanksgiving is offered to God and
not human beings, and not just in response to God’s
past gracious acts but also offered for the future acts
of God (David Pao, Thanksgiving, 20, IVP). So,
Paul commands believers to ‘be thankful’ as a
response to the Lordship claim of Christ (Col
3:15-17) (Pao, 114). Therefore, in thanksgiving, we
remember God’s mighty acts as we look forward to
the continued manifestation of his own faithfulness
and anticipate the time of our Lord’s return when
the final victory is achieved (Col 4:2; 1 Cor 15:58),
the completion of God’s good work in us (Phil 1:6),
and to present the church blameless (Phil 1:9-10)
(Pao, 140, 143).

The fact that thanksgiving focuses on the Lordship
of God in Christ, this calls for a true and proper
response. As we celebrate the church’s 25™
anniversary, we are not just to be thankful for God’s
past acts of kindness. Most importantly, we are to
be thankful for God’s reign in our life, and in
response, to live out a worshipful life in following
and serving Christ until He returns.



In this ever changing 215 century, how should the
church obey God’s will in waiting for Christ’s
return? God’s will in Christ is for Him to be known
and worshipped by all people throughout the world,
fulfilled through the medium of his people as
witnesses to Christ (Gen 12:1-3; Lk 24:46-49; Acts
1:8). As such, we are to reflect ‘the heart of God to
bless all peoples on earth’ as the core characteristic
of the church, and all ministries of the church are to
complement each other in order to achieve this

ultimate goal (Bruce Dipple, Becoming Global,
30-32, SMBC Press). An inward looking church is
like a ‘dead sea,’ lifeless and disappoints God. As
we celebrate the 25™ anniversary of the church, let’s
pray that we are to be thankful, asking our Lord to
help us commit to grow in godliness and to testify
Him to the world in unity, blessing the peoples on
earth with the Gospel, to bring glory to God. Amen!
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Acts 2: 41 — 42,46 — 47

41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day. 42 They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

46 Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of
all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.

This passage gave us a real picture of a beautiful
family of God. It showed the model of the earliest
Christian church. Rev. John Scott summaries it
using the following points:

1. It was church that was always learning.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching.

2. It was church was filled with love. They
continued to meet together in the temple
courts, enjoying great fellowships with
each other. They sold possessions and
property to give to anyone who had need.

3. It was a worshipping church. They
devoted themselves to fellowships, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

4. Tt was powerful in evangelism. The Lord
added to their number daily those who
were being saved.

The Lord has been gracious to EFCA Lindfield,
many brothers and sisters are keen to share the
Gospel with friends and relatives and to bring
people to church. Brothers and sisters are willing
to be equipped. According to the report from the
Welcome New Comers team, we have a total of
191 new comers from all three congregations.
However, half of them were visiting friends and
relatives. The increase in numbers was a good
sign, however, it does requires extra effort in
nurturing. The early church also encountered
similar difficulties. (Acts 6:1)

1 John 4:19

19'We love because he first loved us.

We have received the love of Christ and therefore
we should take the initiative to approach others
with the same love.

1 John 3:18
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.

Hebrews 10:24
24 And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds

Looking out for others is a very important part of
church life. Caring for others is also part of
Christian responsibility. God works through us to
witness and to show His love for Him.

The Caring Ministry includes the Welcome and
New Comers team, tea party and sharing as well
as the Visitation Team. There are many other
needs which include benevolent fund distribution
to those who are in financial hardship; brothers
and sisters who are experiencing emotional stress,
family issues, and loss of close friends, relatives
and family members. There is tremendous need in
these areas and if only more could come join us
in this service to serve each other and hence
glorying God in the process.

I pray that the Lord will grant us a sensitive and
an available heart so that whenever opportunity
comes, we will respond and meet those needs.

T
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BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS

Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land | swore to their
ancestors to give them. “Be strong and very
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, that you may be successful
wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have | not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go.” (Josh. 1:6-9)

12



The above is what God said to Joshua, Moses’
successor. Never make the same mistake twice!
When the first generation Israelites got near to the
promised land, they sent spies to check out the
land. Ten spies spread a bad report, focusing only
on the strength of the Canaanites and their
fortresses (Num 13:21-29). Only Caleb and Joshua
stood firm in trusting in the Lord and in doing what
was pleasing to Him. Nevertheless, because of the
Israelites’ distrust, fear and rebellion, they missed
the chance and ended up wandering in the
wilderness.

Forty years later, through Joshua, God reminded
the second generation Israelites three times to be
strong and courageous. Most people understand
this to be the key to victory. From the context,
their victory depends however not on how strong
and courageous they are in dealing with
challenges nor their subjective belief in victory.
Rather, it depends on whether they have taken to
heart, and therefore followed, God’s commands,
since God has already promised to be with them if
that’s what they were to do. This is the key to

victory!

Today, Christians are faced with spiritual warfare
everyday, be it in economic downturn, physical
and mental pain and suffering, difficulties in lives,
challenges in ministry, or relational conflicts, the
book of Joshua reminds us to be strong and
courageous in taking God’s word to heart and

following His commands.  This way, God will be

with us in whatever circumstances we find
ourselves!

Sadly, many Christians do not take their devotion
and bible study seriously. They do not reflect
much on God’s word nor pray. No wonder they
easily felt that they are not prosperous or
successful.

At a time when we are celebrating the 25%
anniversary of our church, let’'s encourage one
another to keep up our daily walk with God, strive
to learn and reflect on His word, so that not only
our thoughts are shaped by it, but our deeds are
also pleasing to Him. This is our most important,
most blessed and most joyful service to our Lord!
May our devotion, prayer, and bible study not be
crowded out because we are too busy serving,
working, and doing the many chores in our lives!

| also give thanks to God for the privilege to serve
Him, my Lord who created me, saved me and gave
me eternal life. | also thank my heavenly Father
for a team of faithful pastors as my fellow co-
servants of Christ! They have all been my good
spiritual mentors! | also thank God for many
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ who serve
zealously. My prayer is that every believer in our
church, myself included, will continue to grow in
Christ-likeness so that we will be a living sacrifice
pleasing to God, edifying others with our lives,
preaching the complete gospel in love and in
truth, discipling one another, and building up
God’s kingdom. May all the glory and honour be

i
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English Ministry
Pastoral Report 4% % #k %

The past year in a lot of ways has seemed like a
blur. There have been some frustrations but
much to thank God for. Over the past year we
have worked our way through Galatians, the
Sermon on the Mount, Exodus and are currently
looking at John’s Gospel. It has been amazing to
see the enormity of God in the book of Exodus,
how he is a massively powerful God who causes
the plagues and the Passover and divides the Red
Sea, and yet so amazingly intimate that he lives
with his people. In Galatians we saw how
precious grace and the gospel is, that it makes us
the very children of God. The Sermon on the
Mount reminded us that Jesus claims all of us —
there is nothing that does not come under his
lordship, or his grace. And as we work our way
through John, we meet our Lord Jesus Christ — not
a two-dimensional Jesus, but a Jesus who is God
and yet was with God, who brings in the new wine
but overturns tables, who welcomes the
adulterous but challenges the religious, and
invites all of us to have life and life to the full.

A few highlights to reflect on from the year that
was. | am encouraged by everyone in the English
ministry who has been so willing to serve. | am
especially thankful for the people who have
stepped up to lead ministry teams this year and
for the people who served so faithfully before
them — Grace taking over from Yin Ping and Cara
in Sunday School, Tammy taking over from Grace
in Women’s Ministry, Jeff taking over from
Gordon in Men’s Ministry, Sam taking over from
Adrian in Evangelism, Kitty taking over from Ann
in the Lunch team, Wayne taking over from Dan in
PY (university/young workers fellowship) and
Adrian taking over from Michael in chairing the
English Ministry Team. We have been blessed
with many people serving in all sorts of ministries
— in SWITCH, Boys Brigade, cell groups, lunch,
Sunday School, missions... the list goes on. And
yet we need and would love even more people to
serve because “the harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few” (Matthew 9:37).

Teaching Scripture at Lindfield East Public School
takes hard work but is a great blessing. We have
an amazing and rare privilege in NSW to be able
to go into schools and teach people about Jesus.
It is especially a privilege given that most of the

PASTOR ALBY LAM #f & 52 1% 38

children come from non-Christian families!
Last year our class even looked at an
apologetic series on why we can trust that
God exists.

AR

Mission week was a great opportunity to
proclaim the gospel to our friends and
family. Last year we had a number of events
— evangelistic Sunday services, a BBQ for
uni-aged/young workers and a BBQ and
games for young families. Praise God for the
many non-Christians who came, and even
more for those who stayed.

| thank God for what he’s been doing in and
through Albert. Last year Albert finished his
second year as a ministry apprentice and has gone
back to his job full-time. He has been a great
blessing and continues to be a blessing. This year
we welcome Charmaine on board as a ministry
apprentice, serving at church 3 days a week!
Amongst other things, Charmaine teaches school
Scripture, meets up with women one-to-one, give
talks at SWITCH and kids talks in the English
service. It is exciting to see brothers and sisters
willing to give up their time and money and to
keep being trained up for the gospel!

It is with some sadness but much excitement that
we send Hoi Yan off to Japan. Hoi Yan has been a
dear sister in the English ministry for many years
and has been back for the past year after serving
at the Crows Nest Japanese Christian Church. It
has been a great encouragement to see God so
clearly working in her life and we look forward to
partnering with her in bringing the gospel to
people in Japan.

Please keep praying for the English ministry — for
the leaders, for the congregation and for myself.
Please pray that the gospel will ring out from us,
and that the grace and lordship of Jesus will infuse
every part of who we are and what we do. Please
pray for love and joyful devotion to Jesus. And
pray that faithful teaching of God’s word, one-to-
one discipleship and building God’s kingdom is
core to what we do.

As always, by God’s grace and for His glory.

TTT
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Youth Ministry (SWITCH)
N
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I have been privileged to be part of the youth
ministry called SWITCH over the past 5 years.
God has been faithful in deepening the teenager’s
relationship with Himself, but also bringing more
and more young people to know the Lord. Our
vision at SWITCH is to equip and build up the
teenagers to be passionate disciples of Jesus, so
that they can impact the world for Him. We have
been implementing this by the preaching of God’s
Word and through prayer, and equipping them to
know how to share this good news of Jesus where
ever they might be- at home, school, in the
community, within Australia or overseas. Although
the majority of the teens are from Chinese
background, our hope and prayer is that the group
would be one that consists of teens from different
cultural backgrounds. As we’ve been through 1
Corinthians in the first two terms of 2012, the
verse that we want all the teens to put to heart is:
10:31 ‘So whether you eat or drink, or whatever
you do, do it all for the glory of God.’

Each year I would like to thank the willing and
faithful youth leaders. They have given up so
much of their time, energy and money to serve the
teenagers at EFCA. In 2012 we currently have 14
youth leaders. Over the past financial year, these
are the leaders who have served: Ernie Au-yeung,
Kitty Au-yeung, Jeff Chan, Lily Ho, Jeff Kam,
Melody Lam, Nora Lee, Lok Yun Li, Tin Lok
Shea, Victor Sugiono, Michelle Tso, Zilvia Cheng,
Matthew Chow, Will He, Alice Li, Lynn Masuda,
Lennox To, Sylvia Wei and Hannah Wong, Charis
Chan, Josiah Cheung and Dorothy Poon. We have
also had the privilege to have Moses Chu and
Michael Li to assist with those who are new or
need discipling. Without these leaders, the ministry
of SWITCH wouldn’t happen. Please thank God
for each one of them for their tireless work.

Over the past year, we have looked at the topics of:
James, Isaiah, (2011) 1 Corinthians, Experience,
Boy girl relationships, Mission (2012). Not only
have we looked at the Old and New Testament, but
we have looked at topics that the teens are working
through.

PASTOR DAVID CHEN
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Our continued emphasis at SWITCH is for
the gospel to go out from Australia and into
the world. It has been exciting seeing many
of the youths go on short term missions to
Yarabah (QLD), and Beach/Inland
Missions- Canton Beach, Maitland and
Tarcutta. We have continued to support a
Compassion child in the Philippines named
Jomark. As well as mission, evangelism has
been core through events at SWITCH,
KYCK and RICE. I have planned to take a
Short Term Team to South Thailand in Dec 2012
where 10 adults and 2 children from the English
and SWITCH service will be involved

In 2012, we held our inaugural SWITCH
Houseparty held in April at Mt Victoria, We saw
77 teens join us as we looked at the topic of ‘More
than family.” Chris and Grace Lung took us
through the book of Ephesians to explain what true
family is about.

Another exciting thing is seeing a greater number
of young people who wish to be baptised to
declare publicly their love for Jesus. In May 2012,
we saw three teenagers get baptised in our very
own SWITCH baptism. This was a joy to see.

I have continued to run a training group for the
year 10’s equipping them in theology, ministry and
godliness. The year 11’s have been trained in how
to share the gospel using a training course called
Two Ways to Live. Teens from year 10, 11 and 12
have been involved in the running of the service. It
has been exciting seeing God use their gifts to
serve and build others up at SWITCH.

H o

This year we continue to hold FUSE- our Friday
night youth group twice a term at church
combined with Boys Brigade. Several x year 12’s
are the ones responsible to planning and running
those evenings. Topics we’ve looked at include; If
Jesus is so great, why are his followers such jerks?,
Why should anyone follow a God who allowed the
Holocaust and 9/11?, Why are Christians so anti-
sex, anti-fun, anti-alcohol, anti- everything? Is
Christianity like a straight jacket? Is the Bible
sexist, Science and God- can’t they be friends?
The Friday nights seem to be relaxed over a meal
with a Bible talk, games, and interviews.
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As we move forward into the next year and
beyond, there is the constant challenge of space,
reaching out to more youths, and caring for those
we already have. Please pray that we’d be able to
do this faithfully, and that God would raise up the
next generation of leaders to serve amongst the
youth. In the past we saw a drop off of some year
12’s as they finished school. Therefore in 2012, all
year 12’s have entered English service and cell
groups. We are trying various ways to retain these
teens by having socials together. Please pray that
the year 12’s would continue to be faithful in
coming to church even after SWITCH. As the youth
group grows to about 110, and space is hindering
its growth, we require wisdom what the next step
is. Do we divide the group into two, or do we
change the time slot? Please pray for this. In 2012,
we have thought that the best way forward then is
to remain at one time slot, and to split into two
groups (7-9 and 10-12) for the talks. So far it has

helped to engage where the teens are at rather
than one talk speaking from year 7’s all the way to
year 12’s. But down the line we are thinking
through how people will be affected if we did have
two time slots (7-9 and 10-12) - in the morning
and one in the afternoon.

Although they are teenagers, we need to
recognise that they are the next generation of
leaders in the church. That is why it’s so important
to invest our time, energy and resources into
seeing them presented mature in Christ. Please
pray that each teenager would hunger and love
Jesus more and more

In Christ

Pastor David Chen

Tt
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ENGLISH MINISTRY TEAM 3%

It has been great to serve in the EMT this year,
under the authority of God’s word and under the
leadership and guidance of the pastors.

God is utterly amazing, and we can see His work in
many ways. Firstly, there has been growth in the
congregation. It is especially joyous that there has
been steady bearing of fruit especially amongst
some young workers and families, where through
constantly prayer and friendship, evangelism and
Bible study, that some have come to trust in our
Lord.

God’s word and His Name is not proclaimed within
Sydney, but also in other areas of Australia through
local short term mission. There has been also an
overseas focus with a short term trip to Thailand at
the end of the year. We are also blessed to be in
partnership with missionaries Mike and Joyce Lee,
as well as Hoi Yan. We are particularly encouraged
by the process of the sending of Hoi Yan to Japan,
where the church as a whole is united amongst
various congregations, demonstrated visible,
active, regular and meaningful partnership in
prayer, sharing, and encouragement. We are also
thankful for those that support the work of mission,
like Charissa Mak, serving through the preparation
of missionary candidates for OMF.

f?i%- B ¢ ADRIAN WONG 7 &%
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Archie Poulos was our speaker for the English
church retreat held at Vision Valley September last
year. He gave a series of talks focusing on
"Reworking Work". We were reminded of the
biblical view of work. It was a great time of
fellowship and learning.

Last year we wrote about the need for the need of a
smooth transition for Switch members to the adult
service. We thank God for His answer prayer.
Through social events and the nurturing through
younger cell groups, there is now a sizeable group
of switch graduates that are settling into the adult
service.

Please do pray that we can have an active zeal for
evangelism and discipleship, so that many can not
only be saved, but be transformed into His likeness
for His glory.

English Ministry Team Members

Pastor David Chen (Switch)

Pastor Alby Lam (English adult)

Rev Samuel Lui (Senior Pastor)
Charmaine Kwan (Ministry Apprentice)
Albert Lam

Melody Lam

Ivan Leong

Michael Li

Adrian Wong (Chair)

Tt

Evangelism - Sam Ngai

We thank God for the past year in Evangelism.
Highlights include:

* Door knocking at East Lindfield

* Christmas and Evangelistic services

* Board Games and Movie Nights

We hope that through these activities, our friends as
well as our neighbours in East Lindfield will have
greater awareness of our church and will want to
come to find out more about Jesus.

Besides these events, it has been encouraging that
some members at church have actively brought

friends to church service and baptisms, with some
deciding to stay in the following months.

We would like to pray for the coming year, that
God will put in the heart of church members the
need and the joy that comes through sharing the
good news of Jesus. Pray also that the Evangelism
Team can assist with encouraging and supporting
each member as they do this.

Current Team: Annie Tsang, Brandon Poon,
Carmen Cheung, Evan Cua, Jason Ng, Raymond
Ng, Sam Ngai

i
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Men’s Ministry - Jeff Kam

The men's ministry is looking to become a bit
more expansive this year. Whereas in the last
couple of years the main way for EFC men across
a wide spectrum of age group and background to
have fellowship with each other is via KCC's
MKC event, this year we are having a hot pot
night at the end of June and an outreach event
towards November. With the core team composed
of 5 guys from different background, the hope is
that the ministry will allow men in the church to
grow as Christians and for the different
generations to 'click’ with each other.

Mindful of other ministries and fellowships with
similar goals (PY, cell etc), the plan is to start off
with some event-based programs for either
edification or outreach and look to expand later
down the track.

Prayer points:

-Pray for continual wisdom from God to see how
men's ministry will shape up

-Pray for the men in the congregation that they
could respond to God's grace and live in a godly
manner.

Music Ministry - David Chan

Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make
melody to him with the harp of ten strings!

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the
strings, with loud shouts.

For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his
work is done in faithfulness. (Ps 33:2-4)

Every good thing comes from the Lord! This has
definitely been the case over the past year of
music ministry in English service. Week in and
week out, we have been able to play music and
sing praises to the God who gives us a new life
and new purpose. English service has also
commenced quarterly praise and prayer nights
which have been a great joy to all involved. I
have been so encouraged by the congregation's
gusto as they sing both new and old songs to
praise our Father in heaven.

The teams continue to function well and with
many members in each team, I am thankful for
their forbearance with each other (and myself!)
over the year. As fellow musicians can testify,
music practice is often quite a stressful exercise!
Personally as a piano player, it is always tempting

to think “I have no need of the body”. But the last
few years have shown us how every member in a
band is indispensable in encouraging the
congregation in song as best as we can. Thank
God for the increasing coherence in the music
teams. We have also had the pleasure of
welcoming Eugene Au-Yeung (drums) and
Jennifer Chow (guitar). They have been
invaluable additions to their respective teams and
have added some much-needed depth. A special
thank you to Gordon Chan who is moving on to
AV in the next few months after faithfully serving
in song-leading for the past few years.

It is my prayer as we look to another year that our
song choices and music performance may reflect
evermore the saving mercies and grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

PY - Wayne So

Py is a ministry dedicated to serving the
university students and young workers of the
English congregation. Our aims are to encourage
the people through fellowship and learning from
God’s Word. We recognise the need to nurture
young workers especially as there are limited
Christian groups and resources in the workforce.
It is also our aim to encourage the different age
groups to get to know one another as a
congregation. Our secondary goal is that of an
evangelistic approach. PY is on once every month
on the 3rd Friday also to provide rest for the cell
group leaders and bring them together.

This year our team has renewed our vision for the
ministry to make sure we are on the same page.
This has been reflected in better organisation and
preparation for our monthly gatherings. We have
been encouraged greatly by how God works
through the ministry even when we as a team
encounter problems in preparation. Another
highlight of has been the transitioning of year 12
students from last year into the English
congregation. We have seen an influx in 1st year
university students to PY which has been really
encouraging for the team as we plan for the
gatherings. We give thanks to Sam, Jenny, Karen
and Dan who have served us over the years and
have left the team to focus on other areas of
ministry and life.

One of the biggest challenges we face is catering
for the young workers in our congregation. The
number of workers attending PY has gradually
dropped since the start. Currently there are
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for our team to keep up the effort and passion as
we continue to serve in the ministry. Please also
pray for the team as try to balance other
ministries and work/family life.

The team is made up of 6 males and 2 females,
which makes it hard to cater for our sisters in the
ministry. We are in the process of recruiting one
or two younger female team members to help
relate to the younger members of our
congregation as well as help the older females on
the team plan to cater for the female minds.
Please also pray for God to provide us with
someone suitable for the role.

nda hool ministry - Grace Li

We had been praying for a Sunday School
Coordinator for quite some time. With God's
provision, Yin Ping Chan and Cara Cheung
faithfully stepped in to look after the Sunday
School ministry in the meanwhile. This
"meanwhile" lasted a good few years and we
were blessed with God's guidance and provision
of loving leaders with excellent organisation
skills. We sincerely appreciate Yin Ping and Cara
and hope that God will continue to use them in
the work of His kingdom. In 2012, I was moved
by God to take up this coordinator's role and to
serve as faithfully as I could. When I came to
EFCA nearly 25 years ago, there were about 40
people in the entire congregation. There was no
Sunday School. But very quickly, brothers and
sisters moved by God, saw our need, and started
Sunday School at EFCA. I have been blessed
with knowing God from a young age and this
knowledge is as precious as pearls, the wonderful
precious truth and grace of the Gospel bestowed
to me since youth. What a marvelous blessing!!!
God's Word is a lamp for our feet and a light on
our paths. Our English congregation's Sunday
School is a ministry of teaching children about
our Lord God through his Word. We continue to
ask God to bless the children so they will know
Him... and not only the children from our own
congregation, but also the neighbourhood and
beyond in the global mission field.

English Ministry Sunday School relies on the
love and motivation of 27 brothers and sisters
who regularly serve as teachers, helpers,
songleaders and speakers for our monthly
Children's talk. I am continually encouraged by
all of them who love the children dearly and give
and give and give. They give their time, energy,
money and sacrifice their own church worship
service time to serve.

We have approximately 20 children attending
each week and have set up 4 classes to meet the

needs of the differing ages. We continue to thank
God for his provision of leaders so our teaching
roster is for one month, four times a year. This
year, we especially welcome Eugene Au Yeung
to serve as a Sunday School teacher. Eugene
attended EFCA Sunday School since he was 4
years old and was baptised last year! Hallelujah!!
He is committed to serving God at EFCA.

Recent exciting things have included use of
"Outside the Lines" (Pioneers) as a teaching
resource for our Peace class (Years 5-0). It is
mission focused and the children learn about
God's purpose for the world and the testimonies
of real missionaries. We have started to include
monthly Mission Spots in our agenda. The
children hear sharing from missionaries whom
EFCA support. We appreciate our Core Group/
Deacon's Board who enable us to acquire all the
equipment and resources we need. We really see
that resources with multimedia audio/visual
components really can impact young minds.

Julia He and Vicky Wong continue to serve as
creative and positive teachers who take care of
our monthly Children's talks. Even the adults
enjoy the children's talks as Julia and Vicky teach
God's truth in a fun way and without
complication. The families really love the time to
attend the Sunday Service together.

Our sister Jessica Ng facilitates the pillar support
of prayer as she continues to faithfully lead the
monthly prayer meeting for Sunday School. We
need continual prayer for individual children who
attend our Sunday School. Each child has needs
and we pray that we can meet them to encourage
them to know God. May God continue to bring
more children to our Sunday School.

WEFC [Women Everyday for Christ] - Tammy
Chen

WEFC in 2011 was co-ordinated by our sister
Grace Li. Grace lead with a gentle, encouraging
spirit that made her endearing to all the ladies.
Her humble leadership was a pleasure for the
women of the committee to work alongside and
her guidance to the ladies of the English
congregation as a whole was greatly appreciated.

In Dec 2011, WEFC held a Gingerbread House
event for the 2" year running. As per the first
holding of this event in 2010, our focus was
evangelistic. The speaker for this event came
from amongst our own sisters. Charissa Lam
spoke on her journey of faith as she was
confronted with the trials of battling cancer. For
both the guest ladies and those who are personal
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2012, saw Grace Li transfer out of heading up
WEFC, to take up the Sunday School
Superintendent’s role at English EFC. Though no
longer co-ordinating WEFC, Grace remains a
member of the committee. Apart from Grace,
WEFC also began this year with the valuable
insight and support of sisters Yin Ping Chan, Guk
Li, Karman Poon and with myself stepping into
‘the rookie shoes’ of Co-ordinator of WEFC.

The change of leadership provided an ideal
opportunity for us as members of WEFC to
formalise what our goals are for this ministry.
The outcome of our discussions as a team and
mine with Pastor Alby Lam, saw us conclude that
we would hold or access five events to achieve
our Purpose and Objectives for WEFC in 2012.

EF M1 1 TATEMENT:
Above all else, WEFC is to GLORIFY GOD in
everything that it does.

WEFC 2 FOLD PURPOSE:
1. To reach out to the women of the English EFC
fellowship through encouraging them and
equipping them in their own faith and in sharing
the gospel.

2.To evangelise ladies within our community
who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ, through
the means of holding outreach events like cookie
making at Easter and Gingerbread House making
at Christmas.

EF BJECTIVES:
ENCOURAGE AND EQUIP OBJECTIVES:

1. To work towards achieving our first
Purpose: We have planned 2 In-House
events:

Feb saw us hold Coffee, Cake and
Chinwag. This provided an opportunity
to reconnect as sisters after a long
summer vacation apart. This was a low
key event for the ladies of our fellowship
to meet new faces and be challenged by
the devotion given — focusing on our
diverse, yet interdependent roles as
Christian sisters at English, EFC [28
ladies attended].

2. July 29" will see us host our 2™ event
which is a HIGH TEA being held in the
church hall. The aim of this event is to
provide opportunity and creativity in
encouraging the sisters to reachout and
mix with those they do not know well.

3. The final event which we are promoting
to achieve this objective is that of
attending WKC (Woman’s Katoomba
Convention) in September. Though I
personally view it as a wonderful
opportunity for the women of WEFC to
be blessed through, historically, there has
been a very nominal response from the
ladies to attend. Though this year in
faith, accommodation has been pre-
booked and the women of both the
committee and the wider fellowship of
sisters have been encouraged to attend.

EVANGELISE OBJECTIVES:

To work towards achieving this objective, we
have planned 2 events.

1. The first was held at Easter and this was
our Easter Extravaganza. This event saw
our guest speaker- Joanne Ong teach the
ladies to decorate cookies for Easter,
whilst also sharing her own testimony
and specifically how her family has
made the decision to move to Malawi to
share the gospel. This event was very
well attended, and we were delighted to
have many new ladies join us for this
occasion. Just last week as [ was talking
with a lady from EFC, she told me that
she was so deeply challenged by the
Ong’s family decision to serve God
anywhere, that her own family had
decided to become financial supporters
as a way of partnering them in Gospel
work in Africa.

2. Looking ahead, we will again run a
Gingerbread House Event Dec on Sun
2nd,

15T TERM WEFC SELF EVALUATION

As a result of our 18T Term evaluation, we came
to realise that in order to be effective in reaching
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and Annie Wong accepted the invitation to join
WEFC. With their first event being the High Tea
coming up in July, we are excited to have their
energy and creativity to draw from for this event
and the subsequent ones to follow.

There is much to continue to learn as I co-ordinate
WEFC. However, although only half-way through
the year, there is already much to give thanks for.
Most importantly, is God’s abundant goodness to
us as a committee and to the wider body of sisters
at English EFC. As I reflect back over the past
year, we have seen the above events run so
smoothly and been so appreciated by all who’ve
had the opportunity to attend. The praise for these
triumphs is because our generous God has paved
the way each time for us to succeed, so the success
truly belongs to Him. I would however, like to add
a footnote to this acknowledgement.

Humanly speaking in Leadership, our effectiveness
as leaders/co-ordinators is always dependent upon
the quality of the team behind us. In my new role
heading up WEFC, 1 would like to acknowledge
here, that my joy in serving and the ease I find in
co-ordinating this committee is a result of the
sisters I serve alongside. To Yin Ping, Grace, Guk,
Karman, Alice and Annie, thank you for your
willingness to always say Yes to my requests and
for being beautiful sisters to serve with and learn
from. The words from Prov 3:6, led me to accept
the leadership of WEFC. They remain a personal

challenge to me, and one I’d like to leave the ladies
of EFC with too:

“Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding;

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
make straight your path.’

***Prayer Points for WEFC***:

®* We as a committee will not lose sight of

our Mission statement.

Specifically, that we will see the holding
of events as an effective way of achieving
our goals, and not that we become an
events committee.

® Wisdom in knowing how to follow-up and
effectively care for both our EFC sisters
and newcomers meet through
evangelistics.

®* EFC women would take up the challenge
to come to WKC and that in coming they
would be blessed and be a blessing to their
fellow sisters.

Our High Tea in July requires many
resources, so we would value willing
hearts to serve with us and also that the
sisters of EFC would respond by coming
along too.

Tt
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MISSIONS MINISTRY - ANTHONY HO
Missions Committee 2011 — 2012

Rev. James Jim ( Missions Pastor ), Anthony

Ho( Chairperson ), Eppie Cheng ( Vice
Chairperson & Cantonese Ministry ), Edwin Lee

( Cantonese Ministry), Pearl Cheung & Stephen
Yu ( English or Youth Ministry ), Milly Lam &
Angela Zhang ( Mandarin Ministry ), Hannah
Tsang ( Secretary ), Milly Lam ( Treasurer ),
Charissa Mak ( Missionary rejoined after returning
from Taiwan )

“And my God will meet all your needs according
to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” ( Philippians
4:19)

God’s grace is abundant. Thanks God for the
mission committee members who have put their
full hearts on mission ministry over the year.

Under the guidance of Rev. Jim, we all worked
together in unity towards our goals and finished all
planned works successfully and fruitfully. Thanks
to their contributions and thanks God for giving us
strength and guidance over this year.

Here below are some highlights of our works
during 2011 —2012:-
® Organise Missions training: Missions
Journey course in April, Perspective
training in July and August.
®  Organise Missions Week from 17t to 24th
June with talks, prayer meeting and
Missions Sunday Services. Guest
speakers included Rev. Daniel Lai , Rev.
Peter Wongso and Missionary Simon
Ball.
Continue to have missions spots during
Sunday Services
The mission spots are used for
introduction of Missions Organisations or
for sharing by missionaries or by brothers
and sisters who had participated in short
term missions. Sharing by missionaries
such as Gary Chan ( South Pacific
Islands ), Simon Ball ( Ireland), Alfred
and Alsie ( East Asia ), Fanny Lam
( Thailand), Peter and Joanne Ong
( Malawi Africa ), Hoi Yan Shea ( Japan ),
Mike and Joyce Lee ( East Asia ).
Printed prayer points for missionaries and
missionary organisations every month and
organised prayer meetings and sharing by
missionaries.
® Set the missions budget for 2012 — 2013
and explained to the congregation in early
July. We have supported two new
missionaries, Hoi Yan ( Japan ) and Peter
and Joanne Ong ( Malawi, Africa ).

Caring of our missionaries such as sending
presents to them during Christmas, their
wedding anniversary. Meet them when
they come back for home assignment and
provide help and caring during their stay
in Australia. Encourage cell groups or
fellowships to support or pray for a
particular missionary regularly.

® Encourage brothers and sisters to
participate in short term missions
organised by other Missionary
Organisations such as :-

English Youth Camp in China organised by
World Share ( July 2012).

Medical trip to Cambodia ( November
2011)

China trips organised by Serve China
Wheel chair assembly and medical care
trip.

Organised various short term missions
trips, overseas or local :-

Thailand STM December 2012 will be led
by Pastor Dave Chen.

STM to Orange and Bathurst September,
November 2011, January, March, May and
July 2012. Activities included evangelical
movie, street evangelism, Sunday
Services, visitations and fellowship time
with visitors and local Christians.

Mission ministry in our church still have a lot of
areas to improve. Please continue to pray for us :-

1. Pray that brothers and sisters, especially
church leaders, will understand that it is
God’s Will for churches to centre on
missions and on preaching the Good News
to the unbelievers, locally and overseas.

2. More brothers and sisters will actively
participate in works organised by missions
committee, such as short term missions,
prayer meetings etc.

3. Encourage fellowship or cell group to
adopt the care of some missionaries.

4. Explore the opportunity to support more
missionaries, especially those in 10/40
countries.

5. Solid up a three to five year plans for
mission ministry. Hope that we can send
out one missionary from the Cantonese
and Mandarin congregation. Organise
more short term missions ( local or
overseas ) for the congregation to
participate

6. Find a part time pastor for the local
Christians in Orange and Bathrust.

“ As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” (John 20:21)
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Poon, May Tang, Sylvia Tang, Laurence
Wong. Jian Le Xiao
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E’é—‘%‘%%‘ % b F ?l CROSS CONGREGATIONAL CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

% B ¥ # I MICHAEL L1

Thank God for a passionate team of brothers and
sisters who serve in this committee. Although
quite a number of us are new to this committee, all
are eager to see our children grow in the love and
knowledge of God as the psalmist remind us in
Psalm 119:11, 105

“I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.”

“Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light for my path.”

We particularly give thanks to Hing Chuen and
May Hung who have served in children’s ministry
for many years. We have been encouraged by their
faithful service and passion to see the children
coming to know Christ Jesus. As they are taking a
well deserved break from children ministry, their
experience in children ministry is much appreciated
and deeply missed.

We welcome Pastor Devin in joining the committee
and giving us the pastoral guidance and direction.
We give thanks for the children’s ministry
workshop over the past year as trainers both
internally (Bertha Sun and Sophia Lui) and
externally (Children of the World) helped to equip
our Sunday school teachers in teaching the Bible in
relevant and creative ways. We thank God for the
many teachers and helpers who are already
teaching Sunday school. We continue to look out
for potential teachers as we are looking to the
possibility to start Sunday school at 11:15am
Cantonese service later this year. We sincerely hope
that Sunday school ministry is not only a place for
teaching our children God’s Word, but also a place
that may draw non-Christian families to our
community of love.

For the Cantonese service at Zenith, Mosaic centre
is not an ideal location for Sunday school for
obvious safety reasons. By God’s grace and
provision, we look forward that one day Sunday
school can be situated right next to adult Sunday
service.

We are looking forward to the January kids club in
2013. In the past few years, kids club has been run

during July. Unfortunately, there was a shortage of
key leaders and therefore kids club has been
postponed to January 2013. January is a time
before school starts and can be a good opportune
time to serve the community and reach out to
children and parents with love. We thank God for
having Ruby and Grace Li in overseeing kids club
with Danny Hung, Lok Yun Li and Alice Li being
our key coordinators for this outreach event. We
pray that God will bring new friends to attend kids
club and for us to welcome them with love and
care. The team is thinking through how to best
follow up the new friends to keep the relationship

going.

We also give thanks to God for Rainbow Children
Praise Team led by Olga Chan. The vision of the
children’s praise team is to grow these children
spiritually in the love of Jesus through devotion
and songs. We give thanks for Olga and a
passionate team of volunteer helpers and parents in
teaching these children and regularly rehearsing
every month. We are greatly encouraged by this
ministry as we witnessed these children singing
praises to God at our recent church services.

May God give us the strength, wisdom and love as
we serve our children and parents in unity and
humility for His glory.

Cross Congregational Children’s committee
members

Pastor Devin Yu

Dennis and Germaine Law (Cantonese ministry
9am co-ordinator)

Ruby Li (Cantonese ministry 9am)

Vicki Au (Cantonese ministry 9am)

Helena Chow (Cantonese ministry 11:45am)
Milly Lam (Mandarin ministry)

Grace Li (English ministry co-ordinator)

Michael Li
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The 2012 Theological Student Scholarship
Committee Advisor: Rev. Samuel Lui

Co-ordinator: Deacon Eppie Cheng
Secretory: Samson Cheung (English)

Members: Louise Law (Cantonese) Milly Lam
(Mandarin)

This year our church offer scholarship to one
brother and one sister from our congregation:

1 Joanne Wong (English) who attends the Moore
College

2 David Hu (Mandarin) who attends the Melbourne
School of Theology

The committee pray that more brothers and sisters
will become better equipped spiritually in His work
through which the gospel is spread to more people.
May God's name is glorified.

"Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a workman who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of
truth." 2 Timothy 2:15
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1 Peter 4:10

Each of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God'’s grace in its various
forms.

1 Corinthians 14:40

But everything should be done in a fitting
and orderly way.

In the 2010-2011 term, 'Human Resources'
was added as one of the two new
portfolios by the 2009-2010 Deacons
Board. Re-joining the Deacons Board in
2010-2011, prayerfully and fearfully | took
up the 'Human Resources' portfolio.

As we celebrate our Church's 25th
anniversary in October this year, we have
to thank our Lord for His abundant grace
that we grow from one language, one
service with just a handful of brothers and
sisters to three languages, six services
and more than eight hundred brothers and
sisters over the past 25 years. Also, our
Church has grown from having one full-
time pastor to six full-time and two part-
time pastors plus one full full-time and
three part-time office administrative staff
over these years.

As our Church grows numerically, not just
demand on resources grows but also on
things like better planning, organising,
communication, process, structure, etc.

'Human Resources' is definitely still at its
infancy, it's our hope that this new portfolio
could be built up and help the Church
achieve its vision and mission.

We had Pastor Devin Yu joining the
Cantonese pastoral team on Sunday 11
March and had the Commissioning Service
on Sunday 18 March. Both our English and
Mandarin services are still short of pastoral
staff - a part-time female pastor for English
and a full-time male pastor for Mandarin.
Let's keep praying for the Lord's mercy
that we will provide us with with His loyal
servants in shepherding and building up
the Church.

The jump in living costs during recent
years is putting strain on all, especially
pastor with young family. After detail
discussion and much consideration, the
Board decided to provide child support to
pre-high school age children of pastoral
staff starting from July 2012.

With the Church's general fund not
reaching the target, may the Lord grant us
wisdom in not only supporting church
ministry development and the needs of His
servants but at the same time be His
faithful stewards. Also, may each of us be
faithful in 'tithes and offerings' to our Lord.

Tt
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STATISTICS

Average weekly attendance 2010/2011 2011/2012
Cantonese services 447 444
9:00 service 255 248
11:15 service 93 103
11:45 service 101 94
English services 179 202
English service 99(a) 106
SWITCH 104(a) 95
Combined services 91(a) n/a

Mandarin service 91 87
All services 708 733
Weekly offering target 18700.00 18700.00
Average weekly offering 16997.03 17368.89
Average weekly offering per person 24.01 23.70

Notes:
(a) SWITCH is only scheduled during school terms up until end of January 2011. During school holidays, usual
SWITCH attendees participate in the Combined English service.

2011-2012 Average Weekly Attendance
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Average Weekly Attendance Over Last 5 years
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Pastoral Team

Rev. Samuel Lui (Senior Pastor)
Rev. James Jim

Pastor Bob Lee

Pastor Devin Yu

Pastor Alby Lam

Pastor David Chen

Pastor Florence Lee (Part-time)

Pastor Mary Ren (Part-time)

AL (1K) Rev. Kai Chiu Yue (Retired)
fify e B (RERT) Rev. John Pao (Consultant)
ZAEI AT (RER) Rev. Joshua Mak (Consultant)
LI H N Church Administrative Staff
BRESIRUE (7B g5) Tracy Chan

ZRELE ER IR R ) Hunter Lee

THE AR R R A ) Freda Poon
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Nicole Poon

Bonita Lai
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Board of Deacons

Deacon Joseph Hui (Chairman)

Deacon Angus Tse (Vice-Chairman /Human Resources)
Deacon I-van Leong (Secretary)

Deacon Raymond Chui (Financial Secretary)

Deacon Freddie Wong (Treasurer)

Deacon Stephen Chan (Cross-language Outreach Ministry)
Deacon Derek Ng (Cross-language Outreach Ministry)
Deacon Jack Li (General Affairs/Property Management)
Deacon Eppie Cheng (Missions Ministry/Theological

BhER<E) Student Scholarship)
S R T Deacon Anthony Ho (Missions Ministry)
TS SRS EAHEE L) Deacon Michael Li (Cross-Language Children and Youth
Ministry)
e Delegates to FEFCA
B3 7 25 Ol Alvin Chan
HIE R b Donald Tso
e S Michael Law
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Evangelical Free Church of Australia
28-30 Wellington Road, East Lindfield NSW 2070 Australia

Tel. (02) 9415-6044 Fax. (02) 9415-6412
E-mail: lindfield@efca.org.au

Website: http://lindfield.efca.org.au

52



53



