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Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the
Father has sent me, I am sending you." And
with that he breathed on them and said,
"Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)

The passage that we read here is the record
that our Lord Jesus spoke to his disciples in
his first appearance after His resurrection.
The place where the disciples met was locked
because of the fear of the Jews. It is not
difficult for us to understand because it was
only after three days that their Lord had been
crucified. Everyone was still afraid and
shock, they did not know what they should
do in the future days, they were even more
worried about the Jews as to whether they
would continue persecuting those who
followed Christ, and would the followers of
Christ be put into the jail.

It was in this trembling night that the
resurrected Lord suddenly appeared to them,
and He used a familiar phrase “Peace be with
you (Shalom)” to say to the disciples. What
a comforting word and caring gesture from
our Lord! After that, Jesus commissioned to
the disciples and he also breathed on them
and the Holy Spirit was bestowed in their
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heart. Today, we are taking the baton of
proclaiming the Gospel; this is the
unchanged mission for the past two thousand
years. This is also why the Church exists,
i.e. “...you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

Being the Church of God, in the past twenty
five years EFCA persists to uphold this
mission from above. All the former pastors,
deacons, leaders and other brothers and
sisters, who were before us, had done their
best to extend God’s Kingdom and bring the
lost to Christ. As such, brothers and sisters,
let us not to forget about the teaching and the
commission that our Lord Jesus has given us,
may we spread the Good News in the local
area, in the vicinity around Sydney and to the
end of the world until He gloriously comes.

There are a lot of things that worth giving
thanks to God, including our celebration of
25™ Anniversary in last October, how
wonderful that we could witness this
historical moment of our Church.
Throughout the whole event, many brothers
and sisters participated actively in different
levels, we could really feel the oneness of
God’s family and the effort and labour of our
church people out of love. Truly as the
Psalmist said, “How can I repay the LORD
for all his goodness to me? [ will lift up the
cup of salvation and call on the name of the
LORD.” (Psalm 116:12-13) I would also
like to take this opportunity to thank our
guest speaker from Hong Kong, Rev.
Kenneth Chan, for his coming and sharing
messages in various occasions. Rev. Chan
was not only the one who witnessed the birth
of the Evangelical Free Church of Australia,
throughout the past many years he kept
caring for our development, may God richly
reward His faithful servant for his labouring.

Regarding the development of our Church in
the past one year, here is my brief report as
follow:

1. Church Attendance — in the past
financial year, our attendance across the three
congregations had some progress but not
significantly grow in number. The main
growth came from the English side where
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some new comers had joined our Service,
coupled with the people who had finished their
HSC and now staying in our Adult English
congregation. Other language congregations did
not experience much growth but just steady in
attendance, this alarming fact should not be
taken lightly. May God give us the zeal of
evangelism so that we can be fanned with flame
in reaching out to the lost. As the apostle Paul
testified to us, “Yet when I preach the gospel, I
cannot boast, for [ am compelled to preach. Woe
to me if [ do not preach the gospel! If I preach
voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I
am simply discharging the trust committed to
me. (1 Cor. 9:16-17)

2. Church Building Project and Church
Planting - For the past one year, we spent a
considerable time discussing about the
“Manhood and Womanhood in the church
ministry”, in addition, there were always other
tasks that the Deacons Board needed to pay
attention to, as such the overall ministry planning
and the progress of Church Building Project had
been very slow. In view of the present situation,
there is much work needed to be done in the
coming year. Happily, our Deacons Board has
resolved to start a new church plant in
Eastwood/Marsfield areas in the near future.
Rev. Jim was nominated to become the pastor-
in-charge for this strategic ministry. For the time
being, the progress is still in a prenatal stage,
pray that by early next year, we can confirm with
the worship venue, etc. May this new
development of Gospel ministry be a lampstand
of God, that we can reap the harvest for God
among the non-believers.

3. Pastoral Staff — We thank God for providing
us faithful pastors who tirelessly shepherd His
flock, this has reduced much ministry pressure
on my shoulder. Though the Cantonese side was
short of staff especially when Pastor Devin Yu
resigned and further his studies in late April, yet
by the Grace of God, including Pastor Devin, we
have Rev. Joseph Fung, Rev. Victor Yeung and
Rev. Dennis To, who took up the caring and
advisory roles in different ministries among the
Cantonese congregation.

For the past two years, both the Mandarin and
the English congregations are looking for pastors
who could develop their ministries; in His time,
Pastor Nick Song and Pastor Joanne have been
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recruited as our part-time pastoral staff in
the Mandarin congregation and the English
congregation respectively.

I would also like to take this opportunity
tothank Rev. Joshua Mak as our advisory
pastor and Rev. K.C. Yue for his
continuous support in our Mandarin
ministry. May God give this two retired
pastors good health and they can serve God
even stronger.

4. Ministry Teams — First of all, I give
thanks to all our deacons who despite their
heavy workload outside and at home, they
had put their full effort in taking parts in
many decision makings as well as different
leadership roles of various ministries so as
to ensure the proper running of the Church.
May God reward each one of them
accordingly. Moreover, the serving of the
three language ministry team members, the
cross-language outreaching ministry
members, various department, fellowship
group and small group leaders, etc. had
contributed to the church life effectively.
Last but not the least, our church office
secretaries had been working tirelessly for
making sure the weekly programs and
events were in good order in all three
language congregations. This is yet
another evidence of the blessings of God
upon us.

Being a church of three-language
congregations, the degree of difficulty in
developing ministries as well as all the
daily logistics and communication is a big
challenge to all. Unless we have the love,
patience and acceptance from God so that
we can break through the
barriers/differences of culture and in our
practices, we are doomed to fail to bear
good witness for God, and thus a spiritual
community that can glorify God; so for the
sake of the advancement of God’s
Kingdom, let us encourage one another by
our church motto “love God and love one
another; glorify God and benefit to others;
build up oneself and edify one another;
serve God and save the lost.” Amen.
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Praise the Lord with all our souls, hearts and
mind for HE is good!

Another year has passed. We thank the Lord for
guiding and protecting us through this year
despite of ups and downs.

We thank and praise the Lord for 94 brothers and
sisters becoming members of our Church through
Baptism and transfer of membership from the 3
Congregations and SWITCH. May the Lord
continue to bless these new members in our
Church to know and serve Him.
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We continue to follow the Lord’s Great
Commission to spread the Gospel and have
launched a Church Planting project in November
2012. The Church Planting Steering Committee
has recently been formed and Rev James Jim has
accepted the Lord’s calling to be the Spiritual
leader of this ministry. Our Church will continue
to commit in both local and overseas mission. Let
us continue to pray for the missionaries whom
our Church has supported.

Besides church planting ministry, our English
ministry is now planning for a 2" service on
Sunday evening starting in September 2013. It
will be part of our overall outreach strategies to
integrate into the community.

The Lord has blessed us with two new part time
pastors, Pastor Nick Song in Mandarin Ministry
and Pastor Joanne in English Ministry. We thank
the Lord for calling Pastor Devin Yu serving in
our Church for a year and may the Lord continue
to bless Pastor Devin in his further study and be
equipped for future ministry in His Kingdom.

The Lord has blessed our Church with our
Pastoral Team under Rev Samuel Lui’s
leadership. HE also blessed our Church with our
dedicated and faithful office staffs throughout the
year.

This year we have established our position
statement on Manhood and Womanhood in
Ministry in February. The Statements are as
follows:

1. the selection of preachers and
speakers is to be entrusted to the
Pastoral Team with the endorsement
of the Senior Pastor

2.  the selection of leaders’, including
mixed group leaders, is to be based on
their spiritual gifts, character and
spiritual maturity

* The word “leaders” refers to lay leaders only
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Thank you for all the comments and
suggestions from brothers and sisters on this
matter. We will uphold and continue to learn
and implement the statement as it stands.

We have faced and will continue to face with
various limitations in all the venues of our
ministries. A new 3-year lease was signed with
Zenith Theatre in February 2103. It will start
on 1 July 2013 and finish on 26 June 2016.
Despite of a substantial increase on rent, more
responsibilities have been passed on to us. The
restrictions imposed by Chatswood Primary
School on our Mandarin Ministry have
increased. We continue to seek the Lord’s
guidance and provision for suitable venues to
advance His Kingdom.

The Church Development Committee has
started the initial discussion of our long term
direction and development. Let us continue to
pray for the Lord’s guidance, wisdom to seek
His Will and continue communication with our
Congregation.

As Rev Kenneth Chan encouraged us based on
Ephesians 4: 1 — 7 in our 25" Anniversary
Combined Service, we shall continue to reflect
what it means to us “One Lord, One Faith, One
Church”. The celebration helped us to reflect
upon how gracious is our Lord and we shall
continue to count His blessings and serve Him
faithfully.

There are still challenges ahead as we move
forward. Let us come before the Lord and ask
for His Wisdom and Strength to fulfil our
Church Mission and Vision Statement.

Finally, in the Lord I thank our Senior Pastor,
Rev Samuel Lui, all other pastors, our Deacons
, every ministry team member, the lay leaders
in ministries and our FEFCA delegates for their
dedications to the Lord’s work, willingness to
serve and loving heart in Him.
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In the past year, the development of the church
has much to be thankful for, including reaching
the milestone of 25th Anniversary of witnessing
and serving God, commencement of church
planting ministry development, the steady growth
of English Ministry, more Cantonese brothers
and sisters aware of God’s mission and
participated in short term mission trips, people
led to Christ through various ministries and
reaching out to the community and God’s
abundant provision for the ministry of His church
in which we lacked nothing and financially there
is even a surplus. Praise the Lord for His
unchanging faithfulness, His goodness and love
follow us all the days of our life (Ps 23:6).

However, while we are grateful to God, we
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should also review the failure of our church,
the areas that need improvement. Quoting the
title of a pastoral sharing by Rev. Phillip Tang
‘Prayer Meeting is still a failure!” I exhort
brothers and sisters to come together to reflect
before God's throne of grace. God so loves and
cares for us, keeping our spiritual life and
providing for everything we needed for the
development of church ministry, should we still
let the sparse situation of Cantonese prayer
meetings continues? Do we have faith to stand
before the Lord's throne of grace to pray in
unity (Luke 18:8)? How long shall we continue
our lukewarm prayer meetings before we
repent?

My heart feels very heavy. Lord have mercy on
our weakness in prayer, teach us to understand
the spiritual meaning of prayer, revive our
spirit of prayer so that the church will be
dedicated to pray in faith in corporate prayer
meetings and in private prayer with one accord.
Lord put the burden and faith of prayer in the
leaders and brothers and sisters, so that we will
stop responding to God’s grace with lukewarm
prayer meetings but rather earnestly seeking
His help to revive the spirit of prayer of the
church.

I am convinced that God absolutely delights in
seeing His church prayer meetings full of His
people willingly sacrificing their time to
praying in unity in accordance to His will. Our
church should never give up in achieving the
goal of having lots of brothers and sisters
attending the church prayer meetings.

Charles Spurgeon, a Christian leader and
pastor, called the prayer meeting, “... the
powerhouse of the church,” which is the cause
and power of the revival of the church. He said,
“If the engine room is out of action then the
whole mill will grind to a halt. We cannot
expect blessing if we do not ask. He also said,
“no doubt by praying we learn to pray, and the
more we pray the oftener we can pray, and the
better we can pray.

Brothers and sisters, aren’t we talking all the
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time about the church needs to be revived,
the church needs breakthrough, the church
needs to be changed and the problems of the
church need to be resolved? Do you have
confidence in God listening to our earnest
prayers in unity by transforming the church
and yourself?

I urge brothers and sisters to reflect on the
followings: Is my attitude to the church
prayer meetings in accord with God’s will?
Am [ attending the church prayer meetings
when I feel interested or convenient? Am [
willing to sacrifice my time to attend and
revive the church prayer meetings in
accordance with God’s will? Have I
neglected my duty as a church leader thus
cannot exert positive influence on the spirit
of prayer on others?

My teacher in SMBC the Reverend John
Chapman, whose whole life had devoted to
evangelism and preaching the Gospel and
training up myriad of God’s servants, had
fallen asleep in the Lord late last year. While
he was still lying on his deathbed he never
ceased praying for the Sydney Anglican
Archbishop Peter Jensen whom he had
uninterruptedly praying for 40 years.

Brothers and sisters, while there is still
opportunity for us now, let us rise up and
pray together! By God’s grace, let the
powerhouse of the church constantly
generates spiritual power for the church to go
and evangelise the world, bringing people to
commit to Christ and making them His
disciples for the sake of God’s glory!

“If you remain in me and my words remain
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. This is to my Father’s glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.” (John 15:7-8)
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YT B2 3#2ER% Rainbow Children’s Choir
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Let us worship our God with our beautiful voice and

praise Him with our hearts.

By the grace of our Lord, the Rainbow Children’s
Choir was established August 2011. Through the

Page 11

Olga Chan SFHS & (4%

dedication, practices and praises of the team,
our children have learnt to love and devote
themselves to our Heavenly Father. They
have grown so amazingly strong and have
filled with wisdom because our God is with
them.

Despite the fact that most of our children
speak English as their mother tongue, our
hymns are largely sung in Mandarin. All this
is made possible because of our Lord has
blessed our children in every single day and
in every way of their lives. Our children
listen well to our God’s words with their
hearts, their souls and minds. We also thank
our Lord for the endless effort by our
teachers who have worked so selflessly in
preparing for our children every time for the
worship. We hope that our children will
learn, understand, and put our God’s words

in action in their daily lives.

We pray whole heartedly for new members
to join our team. We also pray that our
beautiful children will continue to mature
and grow in God’s love and grace. Amen
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ELFEBLENSEEE T Worship and Sacred Music Ministry
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Pastors’ sharing

This year has seen a lot of exciting things in
ministry, although with some struggles along the
way. [ have learnt how good it is to have a God
who is faithful. No matter the ups and downs, His
love for us never changes and we can trust him in
all things. What a great God we have, who is
worthy of all honour and glory and praise!

I praise God for the way people have grown in the
English congregation over the past year — to see
people coming to Christ for the first time, to see
people starting to have a heart for others and
wanting to serve, to see people serving so
faithfully week-in and week-out even when they’re
tired or unnoticed. Dawn and I are blessed to serve
with such a great bunch of people!

I would like to thank everyone who has been
serving, whether officially in particular roles or
unofficially. I only have space to thank
individually people who are leading ministries —
Adrian Wong (EMT), Charissa Mak (missions),
Dan Chen (welcoming), David Chan (music),
Gordon Chan (Boys Brigade), Grace Li (Sunday
School), Jeff Kam (men’s ministry), Kitty Au
Yeung (kitchen), Sam Ngai (evangelism), Stephen
Yu (missions), Tammy Chen (women’s ministry),
and Wayne So (uni/young workers fellowship).
Whether leading or serving in whatever way, may
God continue to equip and bless you as we serve as
one body in Christ.

It’s also a good opportunity to reflect over the past
year and mention some of the highlights. We have
been preaching through 2 Peter, seeing the
significance and certainty that Jesus will return. In
John’s gospel we have seen the works and words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, as he sends his disciples
into the world with some amazing promises.

A focus this year has been encouraging one-to-one
discipleship within the congregation. There is
something particularly powerful and encouraging
as two people meet up to read God’s word and
pray for each other. It is exciting to see so many
brothers and sisters already meeting up, and I pray
we will do that more and more and see God
working in people’s lives.

It was also exciting to see over 20 brothers and
sisters (almost a fifth of the congregation) doing
the Moore College correspondence course. We
ran the first subject, Introduction to the Bible,
where we trace God’s overall plan in the Bible
from creation all the way through to the new
creation. It is also encouraging to see some people
already signed up for the next subject.
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Pastor Alby Lam

The kids’ holiday program was run at
Chatswood Primary School in January, at the end
of the summer holidays. It was a great way of
reaching out to the local community and making
contact with Christian and non-Christian
families. It was particularly encouraging to see
brothers and sisters from different congregations
serving together as partners in the gospel. May
there be many more opportunities for us to be
serving as one in Christ as we proclaim Jesus!

This year, I have started teaching Scripture at
Killara Public School. It is a privilege and a joy
to teach the year 1s about Jesus and deliberately
get to know some of the parents. Most of the
Scripture children actually come from non-
Christian families and so it’s an amazing
opportunity and a crucial ministry. I was talking
to a non-Christian mum who told me how her son
loved to read Bible stories! It has also been a
great to have Evan Cua, Kevin Leung and Wayne
So giving up their time to help at Scripture.
Please pray that God will work in the hearts of
the children and that we can keep reaching out to
the community around us.

I praise God for how he’s been working in lives
as people are thinking about how they can
serve with their time and gifts. Charmaine Kwan
has completed her ministry training
apprenticeship after 1% years and now goes back
to full-time work. It has been great to serve with
her and see her passion for Christ, and God will
continue to use her at work and at church. Pearl
Cheung has gone to Melbourne to pursue studies
at Wycliffe Australia. It has been encouraging to
see how God has convicted her to use her gift in
languages and we pray that God will continue to
lead her to be used by him. We welcome
Kathryn Ngai back after marrying Sam Ngai last
year and finishing her ministry training
apprenticeship at Australian Asian Church,
Hurstville. Kathryn has grown up in our church
and is now studying her first year at Bible
college. Last year, we also started up a group
called TAFT (Thinking About Full Time) to
encourage people to keep thinking about the
possibility of serving God in part-time or full-
time ministry.

We also welcome Pastor Joanne on board this
year. We are excited to have her serving with us
in the English ministry. I am particularly excited
to serve with a dear friend and sister in Christ,
who I have known and served with for many
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years. There is more than enough ministry for
a part-time role, and so we need to guard and
support her as well. I look forward to how God
will use her, and may we be as much a blessing
to her as I know she will be to us.

Going forward, an exciting step for us as a
church and as the English ministry is starting
an evening service. Part of the reason why we
are starting a new service is because we have
already reached capacity for the East Lindfield
church (we regularly have an overflow in the
foyer). The main reason, though, is because we
want to reach out to more and more people
with the gospel and do all we can to build
God’s kingdom! The new service will
definitely stretch all of us, but we keep looking

T T T

Pastors’ sharing on SWITCH

‘Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Over the past year, we have much to be thankful
for within the youth ministry at SWITCH. God
continues to work within the youth to equip and
build them up to be passionate disciples of Jesus to
impact the world for Him. As the youth pastor of
SWITCH, much of what we do would not be
possible if it wasn’t for the dedicated and faithful
servants of the youth leaders. I would like to thank
each one of them for their dedication, sacrifice,
hard work and love for the teenagers.

Over the past year, we have been going through the
book of 1 Corinthians, ethical issues (suicide,
abortion, euthanasia, and homosexuality), an
overview of the Old Testament, 1 Thessalonians, a
study of the Doctrine of Sin, and a series of
relationship with the opposite sex and family.

One of the things we’d like to encourage at
SWITCH is the centrality of mission from the
Scriptures. Mission is to be the focus all that we
do. Therefore, we currently support three people:
Charissa Mak (OMF Home side support), Hoi Yan
She (OMF Japan) and Jomark (Compassion Child
in the Philippines. Not only have we supported and
prayed for these people, but several of the youth
have engaged themselves in going themselves on
the Thailand Mission in 2012, attending
Beach/Inland Missions and going to Yarrabah in
QLD (part of Covenant Christian School). This
year, we took 30 of the youth on an excursion to
Lakemba- a predominantly Muslim area of Sydney
to explore, taste and engage with a culture that they
aren’t used to. We’d love to see more and more of
the teens having God’s heart for mission and to
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to God for his grace and strength. Please join in
praying with us that God will be glorified by the
evening service and that people come to Christ.

God has definitely been gracious and faithful. We
worship an awesome, loving God who deserves all
of that we are... and more. Even more than that, he
has wonderfully given us the great privilege of
being his partners in the gospel, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people belonging to God. Let’s
declare his praises, who called us out of darkness
into his wonderful light, and made us his very
children.

Being disciples, making disciples, for the glory
of God!

Pastor Dave Chen
keep making more disciples whether that be in
their schools, Australia or overseas. Please pray
that the teenagers would catch this vision!

We have continued our year 10 training group
whereby several of the teens are quipped and
trained in theology, character and ministry skills
so that they would be able to serve the wider
community at SWITCH.

In April, we went to Katoomba for the annual
KYCK convention organised by Katoomba
Christian Convention. The topic was on love
from 1 John. It was a fruitful time of building

relationships and growing deeper in their love for

God.

It has been a delight to see several of our
congregation get baptised last November and
may this year. God continues to challenge and
transform the teens lives.

As we head into the second half of this year, it’s
exciting to see the youth on fire for Jesus and
desiring their friends to know Him as well. As
the HSC looms near for the year 12 students,
please pray that they would stand firm in the
faith. For those that stop coming along to church
during their trials and HSC, the trend is that they
stop church altogether, and also give up their
Christian faith. Those who keep coming to
church during this stressful time, tend to thrive

and blossom in their Christian faith, and also tend

to get into their chosen uni course. Study and

exams are important, but not as important as their

relationship with Jesus.

There’s so much to be thankful for. So please
give thanks to God that the gospel continues to
transform and change the teens lives in the years
to come.
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English Ministry Team

The last year has been a great year under God in
the English ministry. As we juggle the busyness of
various ministry responsibilities, it has been great
that at the very core we are constantly reminded
that the greater goal is for discipleship and growth,
as evidenced by our common vision: “To be
disciple-making disciples, for the glory of God”

In regards to discipleship, it is exciting that this
year we have been concentrating on building up a
strong group of core men and women that can be
strong disciplers. We are also excited to see that
there are quite a few people with a holistic view of
discipleship — grounded in His word, being
committed friends and great partners in
evangelism.

We can also see that God has been growing not
only our people, we can also see that God is
opening doors for many friends at various life
stages and background — uni students, young
workers, families — some from different parts of
Asia. The friends that we have managed to invite
to church are only a small part of the harvest in
Sydney. It is for this reason that we are planning to
have a second service starting in the second half of
the year, in the hope that this service is welcoming
to people of all backgrounds so that more will be
reached for God’s glory.

In addition to the current faithful and caring team
of Pastor Alby and Pastor Dave, it is exciting for
the English Ministry to welcome its first part time

Evangelism Ministry

We thank God for the past year of Evangelism at
English Service. Highlights include:

* A dialogue dinner where non-Christian friends
were invited to raise questions they had about
Jesus.

* Monthly Table Tennis ministry run by Simon Tso
and Michael Li.

* Door knocking at East Lindfield over Christmas
and Mission Week.

* Christmas, Easter, and Mission Week
Evangelistic services.

* Board Games night.

Besides these events, it has been encouraging to see
some church members actively inviting their
friends to our baptism and regular Sunday services,
with some of these friends expressing the desire to
look further into Christianity.
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Adrian Wong

women’s pastor, Joanne. We thank God that
David Chan has come on board as an EMT
member. We are also thankful for Charmaine’s
time as an MTS worker (i.e. Ministry
apprentice) and her service as part of EMT.

Please pray for our upcoming plans for the
second service — that we have a great culture of
outreach, and the two services can maintain a
great relationship with each other, and the other
congregations of EFC. Please pray that we
continue to have a great bond of unity in the
gospel and that we can keep our eyes on the
precious gift of His word, and that we will
labor for lost souls and the growth of His
people for His glory

English Ministry Team Members
Rev Samuel Lui (Senior Pastor)
Pastor David Chen (Switch)

Pastor Alby Lam (English adult)
Pastor Joanne (Women’s)

David Chan

Charmaine Kwan (Ministry Apprentice — to
June 2013 )

Albert Lam

Melody Lam

I-van Leong

Michael Li

Adrian Wong (Chair)

Sam Ngai

We would like to pray for the coming year, that
God will put in the heart of church members
the need for and the joy that comes through
sharing the good news of Jesus. Pray also for
wisdom in the direction and co-ordination of
Evangelism activities especially with the start
of the evening service.

Current Team: Annie Ng,
Brandon Poon,
Carmen Cheung,
Evan Cua,
Jason Ng,
Raymond Ng,
Sam Ngai
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WEFC

Sun July 29 High Tea. Speaker: Panel of 4
Ladies

Alice Li, Betty Huen, Wendy Chern and Annie
Tsang were interviewed by Guk Li.

Our inaugural High Tea began as a labour of love
from the committee, but quickly turned into a full
scale church event. This was evident through the
wonderful support of ladies who cooked, to
individuals who loaned us their furniture and pot
plants, to the final blessing of the men of the
church stepping up and serving in the kitchen and
as table waiters. This was a labour intensive
opportunity, but one which was greatly appreciated
by all involved, and especially the 60 ladies who
attended.

There are so many people to thank regarding this
High Tea, but I would especially like to
acknowledge the support of the Men’s committee
who rallied the guys to team up with WEFC for
our High Tea.

Thank You ALL for your wonderful support.

Sunday Dec 2nd , Gingerbread House
Event. Speaker: Joanne

This afternoon was attended by approximately 65
ladies who sat under the teaching of Joanne. This is
the third time that we’ve held this and it remains an
event which effectively crosses all age groups and
is always greatly appreciated by all who attend.

Sunday Mar 23rd, Resolving Conflict. Speaker:
Ping Chen

Our program this year commenced on Sun 24th
March with an afternoon of learning how to
Resolve Conflict from the perspective of being a
Peacemaker. The focus group for the afternoon
was to provide In-House training for the women at
EFC. The teaching for the afternoon was provided
by Ping Chen who taught from Peacewise material.
Her personal testimony drawn from her own
learning on this topic and implementing it within
her family and life in general, was greatly
appreciated by the 30 women who attended.

FAREWELLS: Since the last WEFC Report, our
committee has farewelled several of our members
who have redirected their involvement to different
areas of ministry.

Grace Li — has accepted the Sunday School
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Tammy Chen

Superintendents position

Annie Wong — has accepted a position on the
SWITCH ministry team with Pastor David
Chen

Alice Li — in August we will farewell Alice as
she heads overseas for a Student Exchange for
6 months

Guk Li — completed her service with WEFC as
a result of leaving EFC.

Each of these four ladies has been a joy to
serve with and I believe a blessing to the ladies
at EFC. Though gifted in different ways, they
have willingly and with great efficiency
contributed to the ministry of WEFC. I thank
each one them for their contributions and for
the encouragement that they have given to our
committee.

Looking Forward 2013-2014

Sunday August 4th Sex in the City: “Living
with Sexual Integrity” Speaker Dr Patricia
Weerakoon

Sunday December 1st Gingerbread House
Event: speaker yet to be finalised

Resource Needs

In order to cater for the different life stages of
the ladies in our congregation, we would like to
have a committee of a minimum of 6 ladies.
With Alice Li leaving us in August, there will
only be Yin Ping Chen, Karman Poon and
myself. I therefore invite you to pray for this
need of WEFC and also to specifically ask the
ladies to prayerfully consider becoming part of
this ministry. Please contact me if you’d like
more information.

Thank you for praying for and actively
supporting the ministry of WEFC.

In Christ We Serve, Tammy Chen

Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean, not
on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him And He will make straight
your path. Prov 3:5, 6
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PY Ministry

PY is a ministry dedicated to serving the university
students and young workers of the English
congregation. Our aims are to encourage the
people through fellowship and learning from God’s
Word. We recognise the need to nurture young
workers especially as there are limited Christian
groups and resources in the workforce. It is also
our aim to encourage the different age groups to
get to know one another as a congregation. Our
secondary goal is that of an evangelistic approach.
Py is on once every month on the 3rd Friday also
to provide rest for the cell group leaders and bring
them together.

This year our team has been very dedicated to
attending meetings to plan and organise the
monthly fellowships. This has been very
encouraging to see. There seems to be great
teamwork with team members willing to do odd
jobs without being assigned to, for example
washing the dishes. Another encouraging factor
has been the outward mindset of the congregation
attending. There have been many invites to non-
Christian friends and family to PY this last year.
This is something we hope to continue to see
happen so we don't only focus on inward growth
within the church.

There have been a number of 1st year university
students attending, but this is also a challenge to be
more inclusive of the younger year groups who

Sunday School

Sunday School ministry continues to be a joy to be
involved in. We thank the Lord for his amazing
provision of our dear sister Joanne to shepherd the
ministry.

The brothers and sisters of EFCA are supportive
and encouraging and our team of minstry helpers
include: Charmaine Kwan, Julia He, Katrina Lau,
Jason Li, Gordon Lam, Carrie Kah, Anna Cheng,
Vicki Chen, Maria Chan, Susi Lee, Janice Ng, Yin
Ping Chan, Yvonne Yung, Charissa Lam, Vivienne
Ng, Angie Li, Nora Lee, Brandon Poon, Samson
Cheung, Stephen Yu, Tammy Chen Charissa Mak
and Jessica Ng.

A praise point is God’s provision of teachers and
helpers to serve and for the children coming
regularly to Sunday School to learn about God.

This year, we have consolidated our classes into
three classes, each having about 6-8 children. It is a
more enjoyable and efficient group dynamic. We
are using a new curriculum published by Christian
Education Publications. So far so good. We thank
God for the availability of Bible-focussed and
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Wayne So

have transitioned from SWITCH. We are
continually working on how to reach out to
inviting the 1st year university students to join
us at PY.

Another challenge has been preparing material
for months with no speakers. Due to the
number of full time workers on the team, there
is more pressure on the team. Please pray for
wisdom to prepare for those months whole
heartedly and remaining faithful to the bible.
Due to the increasing number of newcomers,
we need to start thinking about follow up. Also
continue praying for strategies to transition the
year 12's from switch into PY next year as well
as continuing to get to know the 1st years.

I thank God for the service of our team
members Marlon, Ben, Curtis, Kevin, Jen,
Jacqui and Alice this year and special mention
to Ron Lee who has finished up his ministry
with us to focus on a new ministry for workers.
Also give thanks for the speakers who have
been able to come to PY to give us a short talk,
some of whom do not attend our church. As for
the team, pray that we will be filled with the
right motivation to serve in PY, for wisdom in
discerning content in preparation and
commitment to serve as we juggle on work and
uni life balance.

Grace Li

gospel focussed teaching materials for us to
use. May God be the glory and may many
children know Him to be able to entrust their
lives to him.

Seven brothers and sisters attended the SMBC
Children’s Ministry Training Conference this
year, which was helpful and full of
inspirational ideas.

We pray for diligence and care in protecting
the children and fulfilling all statutory
requirements in Child Protection. We thank
Pastor Alby and Pastor Dave for their
instruction, direction and assistance in this
important area.

We pray that our Prayer Meetings, Children’s
Talks, Mission Spots and Sunday Fundays
continue to be a blessing to all involved.

May God be pleased with the work that goes in
to nurture and teach the children about himself
and may He enable them to grow. May He

guide our paths in directions He wants us to go.
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Boys Brigade

Looking back at the last year in Boys Brigade
(BB), it has turned out to be quite an encouraging
learning experience as many new challenges
emerged. Having served in BB for quite a few
years, at the middle of last year, many of the
leaders were feeling quite weary and tired having
to juggle the different avenues in life which
consumes our busy lives especially as we adjust
into different life stages.

Prior to the beginning of last year, we have seen
God grow the company of boys from 15-16 boys
to approximately 30 boys and often | would sit
back and wonder how did we ever have such
strong growth rates and how would it be possible
to continue to sustain looking after the boys with
our current staff which consisted of Leo, John,
Tommy myself and two regular helpers. Every
time | ponder on this, | always conclude that God
is growing the company to His plan and that there
is no need to worry, however it is so easy to
worry forget God'’s providence and worry when
you need to work out the nitty gritty details of
every BB night.

Overtime God has provided and continue to look
after BB, as we had the leaders meeting last
night Tommy remarked, “Wow I'm just amazed at
how many people there are at the meeting!” God
has kept the number of boys at about 30 with
many coming and going but has greatly blessed
us with an increase in the number of leaders, 12
in total, including pastor Dave who has joined as
the new chaplain, and Greg, Corey, Kinto, Konto,
Tristan and Alex as helpers who originated from
being part of BB and a return of Jacky who has
brought much needed organization back into our
company. | don’'t know where God is leading the
company in the future, but | know for sure that he
will equip and provide and care for us in ways we
won’t even know.

Though we had a larger team, we were faced
with many new challenges. As we were often
running BB nights on a skeleton crew, having
people to help out also means we need to identify
what roles each person can take up, identify
where we can serve the best and making sure
that everyone is engaged in serving. Also boy’s
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demographics were changing as the boys aged
and moved up and a new generation of young
ones took their place. We had to keep testing
out what works and what doesn’t in order to
find out what serves the boys best. In terms of
bible studies, as it was an integral part of BB’s
nature, we often found that we were ill
equipped and unimaginative in the way we
were bringing the gospel to the boys, especially
when some of them have been in

Sunday school for their whole lives.

For all the challenges we were faced with we
were presented with, God had an answer. Leo
and Jacky were an administration blessing, Leo
stepped up to take on a lot of the organization
roles and Jacky returned from his leave from
BB to bring back a much needed connection
with the parents. Pastor Dave, offered valuable
training avenues and material direction for us
to drive the biblical side of things, and all the
ex-BB boys help immensely with building
rapport with the boys and develop a more
friendly culture and take some of the work load
off the officers.

Special mention goes to Peter Yip, one of the
boy’s parent, who through the good times and
bad times have offered unwavering assistance
to BB. The fund-raising through Entertainment
Books was largely coordinated through Peter
and was highly successful.

Personally, the last year has been a lesson of
letting go. Without realising, | have become
someone who solely relies on my own
judgment and believed only my way is right.
Learning to let go and delegate responsibilities,
remembering that ministry is to be a medium to
serve rather than a chore, trusting in God that
has driven the growth and provided a solution
for all of BB’s problems were all the lessons |
have learnt. We are all servants of the good
news of Jesus, and in serving, no matter what
position, it is important to sit back, reflect be
humbled, and continually ask God for humility
and faith and trust and a heart to love His
people.
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Music Ministry

Thank God for giving us knowledge of him,
the undeserved grace that changes our lives
and the freedom to serve him! It is such a
privilege for the musicians to lead the
congregation in singing and by playing
instruments. I am so encouraged by the
dedication of the various members to their
craft, and for the way they serve week-in
week-out.

We have had the pleasure of several new
musicians joining the team this year. Janice
Poon has been singing, Tin-Lok Shea playing
the bass guitar, and Alex Chen is due to join us
shortly as well. It is a joy to see these brothers
and sisters growing in experience, gelling with
their teams and most importantly making
music with full hearts to the Lord. The more
upfront the ministry, the more sincere our
hearts need to be. I am really thankful that our
musicians really are driven by the desire to see
God's name magnified, and that their lives are
transformed by knowledge of him.

We will sorely miss the talents of Rosanna
Lee, who is serving at another church after
being a faithful bass player for the last few
years. Eugene Au-Yeung is joining SWITCH
and we are also thankful for his help on drums
over the past few months. In terms of
challenges, several of the music teams are
working together to be more punctual; this will
allow us to practice more effectively and is a
good way to keep showing each other love and
respect.

The music leaders have had many discussions
over the commencement of the second service
in the next few months. We are so glad that

Welcoming

Welcoming has gone well this year with the goal of
making EFC English a more welcoming place for
new Christians and non christian friends with the
hope of them hearing the gospel and being
encouraged to follow Jesus as Lord

The emphasis is placed into 2 areas:

1. Making the congregation more aware of
welcoming

2. Follow up of new visitors

1. It would be our prayer that the congregation
becomes a welcoming congregation in relation to
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there is another opportunity to reach out to
non-Christians. At the same time we are wary
of avoiding overload and keen to ensure that
we can encourage the congregation by
providing good music. We know that no matter
how many (or few) people we have leading the
music, God views our service according to
attitude first. That is such a relief as at times
the difficulties seem too large to overcome. We
must keep reminding ourselves that God will
find a way where none is evident in human
sight. I am personally very thankful to the AV
team for the hard work they do behind the
scenes - without their diligence we would not
be able to sing together as a congregation. We
plan to continue liaising with them especially
with the second service starting to make sure
that we can avoid any obstacles to joyful
worship in Sunday service. Please pray for
wisdom as we consider how best to support the
second service in song, and how to set up new
music team infrastructure in accordance with
that. Please also pray for the health of various
team members, which at times can interfere
with their ability to serve as they would want
to.

I hope that all the saints in the church -
musically trained or not, in tune and out of tune
- can be reminded of God's words. My desire is
that we will see music as more than a
performance, but as a communal time of
praisegiving to God. I pray that we can rejoice
in the Lord always and that this attitude can
show through as we sing together, musos and
congregation.

Dan Chen

new comers. The vision is for the congregation
to actively seek out new comers and speak to
them and welcome them.

2. Alby and I are working on how to follow up
the new visitors with the idea of welcoming
them back to hear the gospel. Some actions in
place are the Welcoming email, Welcoming
dinner and follow up with Cell leaders

All in all, we are aiming not to put people into
a process but rather to welcome and care for
people for God's glory.
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HEBEEE Church Development Committee

Joseph Hui 75BN

2012 — 2013 MEMBERS:

Pastor : Rev Samuel Lui

Members : Dr Donald Tso
Dr Kwok Tat Chan
Mr Anthony Ho
Mr Sam Kong
Mrs Louise Law
Ms Vivien Zheng
Mr Joseph Hui (Chairman)

Report:
1. The Committee held two meetings

between 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013.
2. The directions of the Church
Development was exploded and
discussed. It is still in progress.
3. Possible directions are as follows:
e Path A — One Church Two/Three
Locations in North Shore. Ministry
Focus at Chatswood area.

e Path B — A reproducible large-size
Church with 3-language in The North
Shore. Ministry Focus along North
Shore line.

e Path C — Develop into two similar size
churches in the North Shore and
beyond.

4. The Committee will continue to discuss
and come up with a recommendation to
the Deacons Board for consideration.

5. The Committee has evaluated the
feasibility of setting up an education fund
in our church development for the benefit
of tax deductible offertory. The
compliance equirement of the Tax
Department is stringent and it requires
further investigation.

6. The Committee will continue to review
and improve the communication process
with the Congregation.

7. The Committee will continue to explore
different ways with the Board’s approval
such as talking to Developers on new
developments for a suitable location.

RO 5t O HW\@‘:M

<R dnREB R



B 0O 5t O Hm%m

R dn RS RR

Wi ZE® Church Planting Steering Committee
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Rev James Jim & 552 Bhm
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“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent
curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your
cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will
spread out to the right and to the left; your
descendants will dispossess nations and settle in
their desolate cities.” (Isa 54:2-3)

Church Planting is one of the most effective
ways to reach out to the unreached people. Since
the planting of Livingstone and Praise EFC
churches in 1993 and 1999 respectively, EFCA
hasn’t planted another church since then.

In the 2010-2012 Three Year Master Plan of
EFCA prepared by Rev. Lui, church planting
development was first proposed. Below is the
chronology of the major progress of the church
planting development.

2011

Jul | The Board of Deacons (BOD)
commenced discussion of the
possibility of church planting in year
2012.

Oct | The BOD discussed the initial
research paper of the Chinese
population statistics of the possible
church planting areas produced by
Rev. Lui.

2012

Mar | The BOD adopted an initial
timeframe of church planting within
the next two years. A family letter
was issued in Apr 2012 and asked the
church to pray for the BOD in
deciding the target church planting
location.

Jul | The BOD decided to target Eastwood
/ Marsfield area for church planting
and a family letter was issued
accordingly.

5 Sep| Held a whole church vision casting
and prayer meeting for church
planting.

21 A family letter was produced asking
Oct | the church to pray for God’s clear
leading and guidance in the
designation of a pastor for leading
church planting. Both Rev. Jim and
Rev. Lui were seeking God’s
confirmation.

28 A church planting survey was
Oct | conducted among all congregations
with about 30 brothers and sisters
indicated long term or 1-2 years
commitment in church planting and
some others would provide temporary

help if needed.
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Dec | Livingstone  Church  expressed
concern about the location of the
new branch church in the proximity
of their church if it is planted in
Eastwood because 40% of their
church people are living in
Carlingford and Eastwood and the
lack of communication about our
church planting development with
them. However, in our consideration,
Eastwood is about 15-20 mins
driving from Livingstone church
which is far enough for planting a
new EFC church there for the sake of
the Gospel and the needs of the
unreached people in the community.
While the BOD continues to seek
God’s leading and guidance in
church planting, it is endeavouring to
resolve the concern with the BOD of
Livingstone Church.

2013
31 A dinner, sharing and prayer meeting
Jan | for the church planting development
was held with 42 brothers and sisters
participated in the prayer meeting and
passionately shared about their
burden in spreading the Gospel.
Continued to pray for the appointment
of the pastor in charge, forming of the
steering committee and setting the
church planting time line.

Feb | The BOD confirmed appointment of
Rev. Jim to lead the church planting

development.
May | The BOD endorsed the members of
the  church  planting  steering

committee, namely, Rev. James Jim,
Cecilia Leung, Leroy Chan, Edwin
Lee, Edward Wong and Dick Kwan
from the Cantonese congregation.

Jun | First meeting of the church planting
steering committee was held. Church
Planting timeline tentatively targeting
Q1 2014. To be revised when detail
planning is discussed.

Praise and thank God for His sovereign leading
and guidance of our church in the church
planting development. Please continue to pray
for God’s help for the whole church, the church
planting steering committee and brothers and
sisters to be participated in the branch church
development to faithfully obey His leading and
guidance to spread the Gospel for the sake of
His glory!

“I have become all things to all people so that
by all possible means I might save some. I do
all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessings.” (1 Cor 9:22b-23)
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Eppie Cheng EfRE{EFNZE

2) PR EgEE L=  Pastor Xavier
Lukins (C£E]) , Alferd & Alise (SF[E7])

3) BHHSEEHRLAEE, DES bk hER L
K%  AE IS R Al 2% i JEaE 5 Angie Hwang A1
AnnieTsang i it ¢k 7B HAMI & Haa HUEE .
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Prayer Coordinator : Charissa Mak, Edwin Lee
Display Board : Edwin Lee
Newsletter Co-ordinator : Hannah Tsang,
Milly Lam,
Pearl Cheung ( up to Dec 2012)
Cantonese Ministry: Edwin Lee, Hannah Tsang,
Eric Lam
English Ministry: Stephen Yu , Charissa Mak,
Pearl Cheung (up to Dec 2012)
Mandarin Ministry: Milly Lam,
Angela Zhang(up to April 2013)

Praise to our Lord that the Mission Fund
offertory had already exceeded the 2012-2013
target. It demonstrates again our God will
provide.

This year the Missions Ministry is full of God's
grace, we are happy to witness more brothers
and sisters to actively involved in works
organised by the Missions Committee, including
participating in short term mission trips, coming
to prayer meetings for missionaries, adopt a
missionary in cell group, joining missions
workshop and sharing in Missions Spots during
Sunday Services etc.

Here below are some highlights of the Mission
Ministry during 2012-2013:

1) Organised Missions Spot in Sunday Services

B O 5 O Hm%m
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every month. - The Missions Spot is mainly
used for introduction of church supported
Missions Organisations or for sharing by
missionaries or by brothers and sisters who
had participated in short term missions.

HET  RAEETE  BERMES
EAIESE FRYSCRY - IR EE R gtsE
RITEEZ RS AR $50,000 LM‘IE
HEZA > WEGHEGH LR -

A) Sharing by missionaries, such as :
Pastor David & Michelle Fauchon(Chile),
Pastor Xavier Lukins(France),

Hoi-Yan Shea ( Japan), Alfred & Alise,(China),
Maicy Cacdac ( Student Life),
Miu Ling Lee ( Cambodia)

B) Sharing by missions Organisation, such
as: Restaurant Mission (David Ko) &
Chinese Christian Mission Australia
(Rev. Kephas Wong)

ZHETEBGIREE E BEE %50 k2
BARE - (ehinRele—3E ~ i EmE—EA
CZEA - ZENER > REGEERE
HYRE Rl R R E Bt - (EHAEIE -

"RTEAMRIE L - (EE RIFREIFIHE - 2K
TR > SBHFIREDE > FLBFTI R
Y > WG FIEST > Bt BEIRMIELE -
HEMHFOART - 5 (HBRIEF28 : 19-20)

b d dL C) Sharing by STM, such as: Vanuatu
STM, Thailand STM, Serve China

Mission Committee 2012-2013 STM, Bathurst & Orange STM

Deacon: Eppie Cheng 2) O.rgz.misefi prayer meeting§ and sharing by
Pastor: Rev. James Jim missionaries, such as: Xavier Lukins (France),
Chairperson :  Eppie Cheng Alferd & Alise ( China)

Vice Chairperson & Youth Ministry: Stephen Yu 3) Organised prayer newsletter for

Secretary: Hannah Tsang missionaries.We would like to give a special
Treasurer: Milly Lam thank you to Angie Hwang and Annie Tsang

Missionary Care: Charissa Mak(return missionary) of English congregaton to assist in preparation

of the Mission newsletter every month.
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4) Organised missions training workshop:

A) Becoming Global by Dr. Bruce Dipple on
24/11/12

B) A quick glimpse on the world today -
opportunities & challenges by Rev. Polly Ho
- Living Field, Killing Field, Cambodia
needs you by missionary Miu Ling Lee on
22/8/13

5)Co-organised Missions Training & Workshop
with Great Commission Center International
A) Missions Training Course by Dr. Sharon
Chan on 25-26/5/13
B) B) workshop: Lightning in the Eastern
Strikes Again by Miss Chan & Dr. Sharon
Chan

6)Prepared the new mission budget for 2013-2014,
it was announced to the church members in the
end of June 2013 & early of July 2013. We
decide to support more missionaries next year:
A) Rev. Martin Lau ( Gospel Operation

International Australia- National Director )
B) Daniel & Kate Morris ( France)
C) Jeff & Belinda Callow ( Thailand )

7) Organised Missions Weeks in June & July

2013:

A) Cantonese: Sunday services , prayer meeting
& workshop, guest speaker: Rev. Kephas
Wong.

B) Mandarin : Sunday service & workshop,
guest speaker: Rev. Kephas Wong

C) English: Sunday Service & workshop, guest
speaker: Rev. Dr. Bruce Dipple

8) Caring of our missionaries: such as sending
presents to them during Christmas & their
wedding anniversary. Encourage fellowship &
cell group to adopt the care of some
missionaries.

9) Encourage brothers & sisters to participate in

short term mission trips organised by the
Mission Committee or other mission
organisations:

A) Vanuatu STM led by Rev. Samuel Lui (Aug
2012)

B) Medical Trip to Cambodia ( Nov 2012 )

C) Thailand STM led by Pastor David Chen
(Dec 2012)

D) Serve China STM to Zhoukou , Henan, led
by Pastor Bob Lee ( May 2013)

E) Regular Bathurst & Orange STM : led by
Rev. James Jim ( Sept, Nov 2012; Jan, Mar,
May, July 2013 ) Activities included
Evangelistic Bible Study, Evangelistic
Movie, Fellowship with local Christians,
Street Evangelism, Sunday Services,
visitations & follow up bible study with new
believers.

10) Encourage Missions Committee members to
participate in CCMA Pacific Conference on 6-
8/6/13

11) Reserve Fund

A) Rev. Philip Leung (China International
Missions-Canada) informed us that the
venue for school at Yeji church (Africa)
was no longer available. Yeji church
would like to build a school on the land it
owns intending for church function at
weekend such as Sunday School &
Service. It is estimated at $20,000 in total.
As support church we sponsored $5,000 to
this project with Deacons Board approval.

B) As the Mission policy seeks to help EFCA
to be effective in carrying out the Great
Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Matt 28:19-20) for the purposes to
promote participation in and manage the
resources for outreaching, cross-cultural
and church planting ministries, our Church
Planting Ministry development in
Eastwood / Marsfield, which is a local
mission work, need our prayer and
financial support. $50,000 was re-
allocated to the Church Planting Fund
with Deacons Board approval.

We pray that more brothers and sisters will begin
participating in short term missions for one week,
two weeks, one month, two months, one year or
two years to serving God as long term
missionaries.

" Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age." Matthew
28:19-20
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%%% 9@%%%1 Cross Language Children & Youth Ministry

“> Love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength. °
These commandments that I give you today are to
be on your hearts.” Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up.” Deuteronomy 6:5-7

God reminded us the importance of teaching
children about His Word. We thank God for nearly
100 teachers and helpers involved in this
important ministry in all three congregations. We
particularly give thanks to the Co-ordinators
Dennis and Germaine Law in Cantonese ministry,
Grace Li in English ministry and Milly Lam in
Mandarin ministry for their tireless effort, co-
ordination, love of children and creativity.

We also give thanks to Pastor Devin who have
been overseeing Children’s ministry over the past
year and appreciate Pastor Florence to oversee
Children’s ministry from April 2013. We also give
thanks to Helena Chow who has been teaching
children at the 11:45 Sunday school for her tireless
efforts and teaching and modelling the children.
We continue to pray for passionate brothers and
sisters willing to teach in the 11:15am service as
we are trying to build up children’s ministry there.
As kid’s ministry is divided at various locations
like Zenith theatre, Mosaic Centre, Chatswood
primary school and East Lindfield, taking children
to different locations has been a big inconvenience

V¥ K EET Property & IT

God has entrusted all of us to the upkeep of the church
property where many ministries carry out activities.
May He continue to bless us greatly.

Recently storms and strong winds brought down the
trees next to the car park. Thank God that no one was
injured and no damage to the church building
occurred. Furthermore, the State Emergency Services
engaged a tree contractor to remove the trees and the
insurance company covered the repairs to the walls,
stump grinding and the fence. May our Lord continue
protecting his flock! The good news is that we plan to
plant new plants and shrubs in the coming spring.

Recently, we had a successful working bee where
brothers and sisters from different congregations came
together to help tidy, repair and clean our Lindfield
church. We gratefully thank all brothers and sisters
who contributed.
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for parents and therefore will hinder growth of
the ministry. May we continue to pray that God
will provide suitable venue that can
accommodate all.

In January 2013, We see 63 children attended
kid’s club outreach ministry. We give thanks to
Grace and Ruby Li with Danny Hung, Alice Li
and Lok Yun Li and many helpers who ran this
5 day kids program and brought many new
friends. It was a lot of fun and creative
activities to present the good news of Jesus to
young children. We hope that we can continue
to outreach to families with this ministry in the
future.

We also thank God for the Rainbow Praise
team ministry which has now been running
over a year with the leadership of Olga Chan,
Keith Kwan, Germaine Wong, Shirley Ho,
Joanna Tam, and Judy Mak. Through
structured program teaching and rehearsals, the
children were able to understand the songs they
sing in Mandarin but present it at various
services that encouraged the adults to sing
praises together in voice, heart and hands. We
pray that at this young age, the children can
develop joyful hearts as they sing praises to our
Almighty and loving God as a symbol of our
thanksgiving to His amazing love.

I-van Leong B3I

We are now performing semi-annual testing of
the fire extinguishers and will put up different
signs due to increased insurance regulations.

A new PA system will shortly be installed in the
side hall thanks to a generous donor. This will
provide improvements in sound and is a timely
upgrade to the existing old system.

A new church sign at the front is planned and is
currently been designed.

In Information and Technology, many of the
very old desktop computers were replaced
recently to improve staff productivity. A
standard laptop model was also chosen as cost
effective and more than sufficient for pastoral
staff needs.

May our Lord continue to protect and provide
for us!
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#H& N\ SJ7EJE Church Human Resources

AR
WEAT410 & A I B 15 1y 15 55 0 i PR o Angus Tse BHIFHE

CEHEREBNTFE R - and sisters whom serve so faithfully and tirelessly
IR (RF RIS B - S TRy, (roughout the past year.
R - AEEANE LRSS - Our pastoral team had the following changes
- sl during the past year:-
[S- AN = ) ) L1484 P
BGSERALFETI M > FLLTHIEE) 1. Pastor Devin Yu decided to further his
— RN AR E Y H BT - 4B AE (5 theological training and resigned in April
AEE TS 2. Thanks to our Lord for His call on Pastor
— e i 3 fekr 3 T < e o3 Nick Song and Pastor Joanne to start serving on 1
R & I N R g g
;&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%éﬁi&gﬁ;; Ty May, in the Mandarin and English ministries,
Féfﬁ (3R ( ?E'[:{‘ﬂ/j\ﬂ?} ) %)’Z%ZEJ\SE_ respectively, on a part-time (25 hours per week)
basis
REBFREOERRL ) BV ik Pray that our Lord guide Pastor Yu's pursuit in his
PSS s AR ARAH I B B (H AT . - .
E%i g%ﬁg;?%%gﬁ PREERRREES theological training and his way forward; and
=4 ~AR

sustain both Pastor Song and Pastor Wong in their

g%‘:gtg@{%%%gﬁﬁ?g%ﬁfgf?gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ?fi respective ministries.

VAP EBCEEARHRS © IR HEAER - 15 ,

L L Ny Our heartfelt gratitude to Rev Joshua Mak and Rev
é%g;gég , %%g?%g%%g%ﬁ% EEZE:;IE %‘3% K.C.Yue for their care and faithful teaching of our

s P Lord's Word; and to Rev Joseph Fung, Rev Victor
¥ % BESSE o ; P g,
ERERESHENEENNSE Yeung, Rev Dennis To and Pastor Devin Yu for

fEEH fﬁ?ﬁl%ﬂ:ﬂ@ﬁ?@ . ?ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ?% @I)\i accepting Rev Sam Lui's invitation in taking up
E_ %%T’Eﬁ@géﬁ@?ﬁﬁé\ ° ﬁz)é\f’fﬁ‘fﬁa ’ E%Eﬁif ME pastoral care of brothers and sisters of various
B ERESTHVENT 5 50 IR MIRETZ Y ministries on the Cantonese-side. May our Lord

O TERRR R E AR L add His blessing to His faithful servants.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have Given the various ministries ahead of us, there is

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of

-V : the need for appropriate changes in both pastoral
God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10 )

and office staff level. May our gracious Lord

Praise our Heavenly Father for protecting and have mercy on us and grant us the heart and
sustaining our pastors, office staff, and all brothers willingness to be His faithful stewards.
——————————————— R i

THER A BB S F B @ Theological Student Scholarship Committee
Eppie Cheng ERRELRIZNEE

U B SR RN R Advisor: Rev. Samuel Lui

T B E Chairperson : Deacon Eppie Cheng

SrEE L AEEREN S T (HEE Secretory: Samson Cheung( English )
= . JIXAY ~Aa

Do e RN s N Members: Milly Lam(Mandarin, Leon Lai (Cantonese
%8 WA (BT R LR y Lam( on Lai( )
This year our church offer scholarship to one brother

AREELETRIHHE LB B4 TVILE L% ©  and three sisters from our congregation:

1) Joannefhik (T:E ) HizE >Moore Theological 1.Joanne ( English ) who attends the Moore
College, 2 JjA20124E12 B 2 | IH BBt 4y Theological College, graduate in December 2012.
BFfE[E] T She is our part time pastor in English Service.

2.David Hu ( Mandarin ) who attends the Melbourne

2) EEPE6 ST (A Eh ) WRE I 28 F At ER f

T . School of Theology
3) Kathryn Ngai (4%5#) $EaH}7> Moore Theological 3 Kathryn Ngai (English) who attends Moore
College Theological College
4y SEFEMA ik (FEEE ) wEzE RS Wycliffe Bible 4.Pearl Cheung ( English ) Who attends The auspices
Translators Australia of Wycliffe Bible Translators Australia
[ES UG > ISR AR SETE 2 o Wbtk e #a|fE )  The committee pray that more brothers and sisters will
IR » BESif » [EENES » B ENE - become better equipped spiritually in His word

‘ through which the Gospel is spread to more people.
FEES - EHERAVEE » B A May God's name is glorified.

s\ > B R A\ AFEV R E s 4 o fh | "We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching
SR RT o (FERFGE] : 28) everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present

everyone perfect in Christ." Colossians 1:28
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HEMBEZEZEE Church Finance

Committee Members:

Vicki Au Sam Kong
Alan Wu Matthew Yeung
Raymond Yu

We thank God for a passionate and professional
team of brothers and sisters to serve in the
committee. It has been a challenging year for the
Finance Committee in 2012/13.

Change to Regulatory Framework

This year we have seen some changes to the legal
and regulatory framework governing our church.
A newly formed regulator, the Australian Charities
and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) now
regulates our church. In the past few years, there
are also changes to NSW legislation for
incorporated associations. These changes mean
that there are additional compliance requirements
for our church. One implication is that the annual
financial statement of our church must be audited
by a qualified and independent auditor. This year,
with the approval of the Deacons Board, we have
appointed Lawrence Chan of Theway Accounting
Services Pty Ltd as our auditor.

Insurance

In February 2013, together with the insurance

consultant, Robert Lee, Finance Committee

conducted a risk assessment on the church

premises relating to insurance cover. A number of

recommendations have been put forward and

approved by the Deacons Board for

implementation, including:

e Exit signs are properly displaced (in progress);

e Fire extinguishers are installed and tested
regularly (completed);

o All stairways are supported with firm handrails
(in progress);

e Adequate lightings are in place (in progress);

o Check if the burglar and smoke alarms are
working and adjust the sensitivity if concerned
about false alarm (in progress).

On 23 February, 2013, three large pine trees at the

East Lindfield Church fell due to heavy rain storm.
These trees crushed the metal fence next to the car
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park. Thank God no one was hurt and the
church building was not damaged. All repair
works have been completed by the Insurance
Company’s contractors with no charge to the
church. The church was only required to pay
$500 as excess fee.

Liquid Asset Management

During the year, the committee also reviewed
the bank accounts structure and liquidity
management policy of the church. A number of
initiatives have been implemented for financial
risk mitigation and enhancing the earning
capacity of the church.

Financial Position

For the 12 months to 30 June 2013 the church
reported an operating surplus of $32,972. This
is a substantial improvement over the 6-month
operating deficit of $66,474 as at 31 December,
2012. We thank brothers and sisters for their
faithfulness and selfless effort in supporting the
church financially.

Admittedly, we are facing a challenging
financial situation in the years ahead. With the
growing unemployment rate and the current
stagnant economic condition in the country, we
need to remain prudent in managing the
operating expenses of the church in the coming
year. The church budget for 2013-14 has been
prepared with this in mind. We stressed that
this is a very tight budget. Please note that
under this budget there is no spare capacity to
provide for:
e Contingencies for unanticipated sundry
expense (unlike in previous year).
e Cost of backfilling of the vacant pastor
position in the Cantonese congregation.

The large increase in rental expense is due
mainly to the renewal of the Zenith Theatre
lease.

Please continue to put the financial needs of the
church in our prayers and work together closely
to maintain the financial health of the church.
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Pastoral Team

Rev. Samuel Lui

Rev. James Jim

Pastor Bob Lee

Pastor Florence Lee (Part-time)
Pastor Nick Song (Part-time)
Pastor Mary Ren (Part-time)
Pastor David Chen

Pastor Alby Lam

Pastor Joanne

Rev. Kai Chiu Yue (Retired)

FAA24ET (RERT ) Rev. Joshua Mak (Consultant)
fEYEn (EER ) Rev. John Pao (Consultant)
BERT Church Administrative Staff

BRESHIUR Lok (TTEERS)
PEEER L (BRI IRFfATRRER)
RS R bk AR 5 E8)
BRIk E s R EE)

Tracy Mak

Hunter Lee (Part-time)
Freda Poon (Part-time)
Nicole Poon (Part-time)

PEE

FrE R R BEREEEE

Deacon Joseph Hui (Chanman & Church Development Committee)

S | L B BIEE, NTER K BEETHEES)

Deacon Angus Tse (Vice-Chairman, Human Resources and Cantonese Ministry Team)
RN (LEEEZEY ;K AGREZEY

Deacon Louise Law (Secretary , Church Planting Steering Commntee & Church Development Committee)
(RIS (F1%0)

Deacon Vicki Au (Financial Secretary)

e (H]JE)

Deacon Matthew Yeung (Treasurer)

ZHRE S (BEESHEHE/VFEET K GERTHEEY)

Deacon Michael L1 (Cross Language Children and Youth Ministry)

ERRERENEE (EEET, WELEeZ Y KEEETEZEY)

Deacon Eppie Cheung  (Mission Ministry, Theological Study Scholarship Committed, Cantonese Ministry Team)
PRES ST (BBREENEED)

Deacon Stephen Chan (Cross Language Outreach Ministry)

SRS EEREE (BESEINEETL)

Deacon Derek Ng (Cross Language Outreach Ministry)

REHE EIRHL Ve K IGEERE THRAE)

Deacon I-van Leong (Inforrnatlon Technology, Property Management and English Ministry Team)
HwaFE Delegates to FEFCA

FEA R Anselm Chow

(E3=3&=T Darwin Hou

RERI Ik Ruby Li



“By wisdom a house is built, &

through understanding it is established.”
Proverbs 24:3

Evangelical Free Church of Australia
28-30 Wellington Road, East Lindfield
NSW 2070 Australia

Tel: (02) 9415-6044 Fax: (02) 9415-6412
E-mail:Lindfield@efca.org.au
Website: http://lindfield.efca.org.au



