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EFCA Family Letter (16 March 2020)
COVID-19 Pandemic Response

Greetings in Christ! The Deacons Board has been following the COVID-19 situation closely and looking at
preventative measures that will keep our church and the community healthy. Following the Deacons
Board meeting on Sunday (15 March) afternoon, we have made the following decisions, based on:
1. The spiritual, physical and emotional health of our church body as our priority
2. The church has a social obligation to help slow down the spread of pandemic by increasing social
distancing

The general approach is to suspend all face-to-face church activities until further notice. Where possible,
the church will adopt online alternatives. Where online alternatives are unavailable or inappropriate, then
the activity is to be cancelled. We appreciate some might find this decision drastic, but we are driven by
our concern (based on most recent medical information) that the risks of infection are serious amongst
groups of any size due to close and prolonged contact. Hence, we prayerfully believe it is wise and loving to
proactively make this hard decision, even before any government decision to do so. This means that:

1. Worship Services

All worship services will be replaced by live-streaming online. The online worship times starting from the
coming Sunday 22 March are:

o Cantonese 9am

o English 11am

o Mandarin 9am

We encourage brothers and sisters to join us online and worship God together. A recording of these
services can also be viewed after these live streaming times.

As of the writing of this announcement, the url links to access the live-streaming on 22 March are:

e Cantonese 9am: http://bit.ly/efcadam22Mar2020 (YouTube) | http://bit.ly/efcaFacebook (Facebook)
e English 11am: bit.ly/efcallam

e Mandarin 9am: To be advised

Please check the church website (Cantonese | English | Mandarin) for latest access information as these
links may change and additional alternatives may be available.
We will continue to prepare for Good Friday Services using online mode for all 3 congregations.

2. Sunday School & SWITCH

e There will NOT be Children Sunday School. Materials will be provided to assist parents in holding
Family Worship.

e SWITCH leaders will inform SWITCH parents and participants of the interim arrangement in the next
week.

e There will NOT be Adult Sunday School.

3. All other church meetings

Effective immediately, all other in-person meetings, including fellowship programs, ministry events and
committee meetings, cell group meetings, outreach activities, etc, whether held on the church premises
or in other locations are to be suspended. Conference technology will be used to enable brothers and
sisters to continue meeting together online.
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To help facilitate online meeting, the church will subscribe to Zoom licences. These are mainly for use in
larger gatherings but may also be used for cell groups. Rules regarding the usage of Zoom will be
provided soon.

Prayer meetings are suspended. However, please continue to pray earnestly for the prayer items listed
in the Cantonese and Mandarin bulletins, as well as the English monthly prayer list.

4. All other meetings outside church

SWITCH retreat has been cancelled.

Cantonese and Mandarin FEFCA retreat will be postponed.

English FEFCA retreat (scheduled for October) is currently under review by the FEFCA committee.
Street Evangelism will be suspended.

It is up to brothers and sisters to decide whether they will meet up one to one or in small groups at
home or outside. If you decide to continue, we would recommend you to increase interpersonal
distancing.

5. Further correspondence

As the pandemic situation evolves, we will provide regular updates during our online worship. Please
join us online.

6. Offerings

Expenses of the church do not stop because of the suspension of church activities. Additional spending
may in fact be incurred due to the need to acquire equipment and licences to facilitate the adoption of
online technology. We encourage you to give through online banking. Please refer to the link for
detailed eOffering guidelines, including EFT reference information required for our accounting and
statistical purposes. The church bank account information is as follows:

Bank Bank Name: Westpac Banking Corporation

BSB Number: 032-091

Account No: 35-1813

Account Name: Evangelical Free Church of Australia Inc

Alternatively, you can send cheques to the church office (payable to Evangelical Free Church of Australia
Inc).

7. Technical Support

For those who have difficulty using the live-streaming or conference technology, please reach out to
your cell group leaders or ministry team members. We will try to help as best as we can.

8. Church Office

Pastors will mostly be working from home. Pastoral visitations may still take place where there are
urgent needs with careful precautions. Please do not hesitate to talk to your Pastors when necessary.

The church office will remain open at the moment but this may change with short notice.
Some of you will have questions. It is normal to feel grief, distress, sadness about the suspension of

church activities. Please reach out to our pastors. They are available to help and talk. For your
convenience their contact numbers are:
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Rev David Tse #H R {E44EH 0403-267-663

Rev Bob Lee ZEE 5% 44 EM 0413-868-239

Ps Florence Fung 28 A 25818 0414-265-918
Ps Richie Kwong ERZE{# 18 0424-402-166

Ps Deborah Hung FLZR #E{#1& 0423-577-818
Ps Steve Li Z=H{# & 0423-209-546

Rev Jon Phua ;& Th FL 44 Efi 0424-983-808

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self discipline.”(2 Tim
1:7). Our God is a Sovereign God. Let’s lift this pandemic in His hands as we face it and the many
associated challenges together. Pray that God will stop this pandemic soon and grant peace and health
to everyone.

Deacons Board
16 March 2020



